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M* Cathari ne Titus. 
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Manas 11 „ 
JF OUR ample Fortune, as be- 
ing worthily numbred among 
the greateſt Heireſſes in England, has 
made you very conſpicuous, and has 
tended to endear you to abundance of 
the better Sort, as well as to many La- 
dies of the firſt Quality. But the rare 
Endowments of your Mind, your pru- 
dent Conduct, your ſteddy and un- 
tainted Virtue, your obliging Tem- 
per, and ſincere and unaffected Piety, 
which my near Neighbourhood for 
ſome time has given me Opportunity 
5 A 2 | to 
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v Dolce Ar fox. RE 
to obſerve, have all conſpired to em: 
| bolden me thus, to affix your noble 


Name before a Treatiſe, very remark- 


able for its moſt noble Subject, tho 


too deficient in the Performance. And 
the Liberty I thus take, will give me 
a fair Opportunity a little to revive 
the Memory of your illuſtrious Father, 
the very Honourable and moſt Ex- 
cellent Colonel Titus, from whom 
you are worthily deſcended. The 
Colonel was as well known, and be- 
loved, as any Man, at Court, in the 


Parliament, in City and Country. 


The Force of his Reaſoning was ſuch, 


and ſo ſtrong, that he could with a 
ſhort and pleaſant Speech, and with- 
out any Bitterneſs, and was often 
known, to turn and bend the Houſe 
to Rights, when it was at any time 


wavering and tottering to the Wrong. 
Nay, he has been known to ſtand in 


the Gap, and defend and fave the 


hole Nation, when it has been inſi- 


diouſly 


7 „ 
fidioully attackt in the Houſe, by the 
Favourers of Arbitrary Power. 


The Colonel's Courage and Intre> 
pidity, and Loyalty, were ſufficiently. 
evinc'd, by his bold Writing, in O. 
ders time, that notable Treatiſe call'd, 
Killing no Murther; tho I cannot 
help thinking, that a Spade is ſtill a 
Spade, and a Thiltle ſtill a Thiſtle, 
howloever it be adorned, dignified, or 
diſtinguiſned; and his Goodneſs and 
Juſtice, and Benevolence, were re- 
markably demonſtrated, by the juft 
and obliging Character he readily gave 
of the admirable Doctor Millins, to 
King Charles II. when upon askin 
him, whether he knew Doctor Wik 
kms, and the Colonel's favourable An- 
ſwer, the King granted the B:/boprick 

of Cheſter, ſaying, then he ſhall have 
it; and the Doctor thereupon kiſs'd his 
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Vi Drevpicarion. 
Shoprick, may be judged by what fol- 
lows; and better, I think, than by 
his excellent Writings. When the Bi- 
Shop ele went to wait upon the Co- 
lonel at his Houſe, to thank him for 
the Favour he had done him, he asd 
the Colonel, pray what do you think 
IT am now worth? Unto which the 
Colonel, knowing how learned a Man 
he was, and therefore very unlikely to 
have made much, or any Excrea/e, 
made anſwer, I cannot tell. To tell 
you the Truth, ſaid he, I am now 
worth a thouſand Pounds, and I have 
made a fixt and firm Reſolution, that 
if it pleaſes God to make me worth oe 
thouſand more, for the Good of my 
Family, I never will poſſeſs more, as 
long as I live, but the reſt ſhall go to 
Charity and good Offices. And this 
Relation I had from the Colonels 
own Mouth, 


He 
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He was certainly one of the greateſt 
Genius of his time, and I do fay it 
upon Experience, having had the Ho- 
nour to ſpend many pleaſant Hours in 
his Company. And I do not remem- 
ber, that in all my long Life, I was ever 
well acquainted with more than four 
or five Perſons, who were of His firſt 
Magnitude, for Wit and Capacity, and 
for good Senſe and Reaſon, and Un- 
derſtanding. And therefore ſince the 

Race of the Strong is moſt commonl 
ſtrong too, as the Breed of the Feeble, 
in Body and Mind, is uſually Feeble, 
I do not at all wonder, that the Daugh- 
zer of Colonel Titus , has ſo many Ac- 
compliſhments, and ſuperior Excellen- 
cies, ſo ſurpaſſing the moſt, if not all 
the reſt of her charming and admired 
Sex. Madam, if I ſhould ſay all that 
I could ſay, or ſhould preſume to be 
more particular, in reciting your na- 
tive and acquired Pre-eminencies, .I 
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am afraid that I ſhould offend your 
Modeſty and Diſcerament, and will 
3 draw a Veil over your Lu- 
fre, and conclude, 


MAD AM, 
Your moſt Humble, 
And moſt Obedient Servant, 


The AUTHOR. 


= SECTION 4 
The INTRODUCTION. 


HE Writer of this Diſcourſe is now 
| FA in theeightieth year of his Age, and 
F1 kg yet he cannot fay what Fargillai 
aid to David: Can I diſtern be- 
tween Good and Evil? Can thy 
Servant taſte what he eats,or what he drinks? 
&c. Barzillaz was a very great and rich 
Man; and if he had not been good as well as 
great, and prudent as well as rich, he had ne- 
ver arriv'd to the Age of Plato, and many 
other wiſe Men. | 

Neither can this Writer yet ſay with 7#ve- 
nal: Sed quam continuts, & quantis /onga ſe- 
nectus plena malis? Sat. x. The old Age 
deſcrib'd there by the Satyriſt, was that of an 
old doating Ideot, and Libertine, and ending 
in the Arms of a vile cajoling Strumpet; not 
the old Age of Marrus Cato, ſweetly defcrib'd 


by the beſt of Orators, as an affable, bene- 
25 B volent 
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2 The Introduction. 

volent, and inſtructive Age, to the laſt, 
and expiring with Conſolations, and noble 
Thoughts, without Pain or Trouble, as a 
Lamp going out of it ſelf for want of Oyl: or, 
as the late moſt excellent Maſter of the Char- 
ter-Houſe, Dr. Thomas Burnett, who died 
the Death of the Righteous, in a good ol 
Age, after good Diſcourſe, without one 
ſtruggle, twitch, or the leaſt reſiſtance of Na- 
ture, and altogether inſenſibly to the preſent 
worthy Maſter, then fitting by his bed, near 
him. His Divine Soul gently ſlided unawares 
out of his weak Body, or rather fled in a 
Rapture to the Heavenly Manſions, which he 
had ſo often contemplated with great Piet), 
and unwearied Application. 

Much Experience is the Crown of old 
Men, and the Fear of God is their Glory. 
Long Experience uſually gives Wiſdom, and 
the moſt perfect Knowledge in any Art; and 
therefore, if he excels, crowns the Artiſt 
with a laudable Reputation. 

Long Obſervation and Experience in a 
World full of Vanity and Folly, may make his 
Counſelsto deſerve more Attention ; and what 
he ſays, or affirms, being the reſult of ma- 
ture and well digeſted Thoughts, is more like- 
ly to be true, probable, and uſeful, than the 
crude, or leſs concocted Sentiments of raw 
and unriper Years. 

The Fear of God, or an awful Apprehen- 
ſion of his Preſence, at all Times, and in all 

Places, 
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Places, and the Dread and Fear of offending 
fuch an Almighty and Infinite Being, on 
whoſe Good-pleature and Mercy depend all 
our Hopes and Expectations of Happineſs, 
both here and hereafter, is the Grace and 
Glory of a good old Man; gives him inward 
Joy and Comfort, amidſt all the Uncertain- 
ties, Diſappointments, Loſſes, Troubles, or 
Vexations, generally attending the Courſe of 
humane Life. But without the Fear of God, 
governing his Words and Actions, and influ- 
encing his Conduct, in the Reſtraint of his 
Appetites and Affections, an od Man is more 
ridiculous and contemptible than an extrava- 
gant Youngſter. For the wild young Man has 
a ſtrong Guſto to his ſenſual Pleaſures; his Ap- 
petites are keen, and his Inclinations violent, 
and often irreſiſtible; and this may be ſome 
Abatement, and ſome ſort of Excule for his 
Follies. Whereas the 0/4 Man is altogether 
inexcuſable; if after all his Experzence and 
Knowledge, he wilfully ſhuts his Eyes againſt 
all the Evidences which every way appear to 
convince him of the Preference of Viſdom to 
Folly, and Religion to Infidelity; and if he 
ſtill doats on is former Extravagancies, 
wiſhes himſelf young again, that he might re- 
peat his Indiſcretions, and impoteutly grati- 
fies his ſenſual Deſires and Affections; this 
Man, let his Eſtate be what it will, let his 
Wit be never ſo ſharp, or his Converſation 


pleaſant, expoſes himſelf to the Scorn and 
8 B 2 Contempt 
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Contem̃pt of wz/e Men, is commonly furs 
rounded with Sy cophants, and lives and dies 
like a Fool. t 

I have cften wondred, and been not a little 
ſcandaliz d, that ſo knowing and obſerving a 
Man, as my Lord Bacon, ſhould put the Que- 
ſtion, What's the reaſon, that o/4 Men are 
more commonly Atheiſts than young Men ? 
I hope, and think, that neither od nor Joung 
are ſo commonly Atheiſts, as he imagined. 
Atheiſtical Lives may indeed be too too com- 
mon, and there are who will ſooner forfeit their 
Lives, than their Pleaſures: But there are few 
or none of them ſo brazen-fac'd, or impudent, 
as to fly in the Face of all Mankind, deny 
the Exiſtence of God, and malapertly ſay, 
that all others are in the wrong, and he only, 
and a Crony or two of his, are in the right. 
Abundance of good Men have reſolutely died 
in Atteſtation of the Truth, and the Power 
of Antichriſt is always likely to exerciſe it 
ſelf, in the trial of the Faith of others, per- 
haps to the end of the World, or of ſuch as 
will not fall down and worſhip his GC. en J- 
mage. But there never was but one vain un- 
happy Man, Vaninus, who had ſuch a Zeal 
to be talk'd of, that he ſuffer'd Martyrdom 
for Nonſenſe, or for as ſenſeleſs an Opinion as 
that Snow is black, that a Monkey was as 
good a Man as himſelf, and that the Sun, Moon, 
and Stars were every Night extinguiſh'd in the 
. Welt, and by ſome Chance or other were 
lighted 
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lighted again every Morning in the Eaſt. And 
let him go to Eroſiratus, who for the ſame 
wiſe Purpoſe, or to be talk'd of for ſomething, 
quite ſpoil'd the Trade of Demetrius, and the 
Craftſmen , and fer fire to the magnificett 
Temple of the great Goddeſs Diana. Whole 
charming Image, that it might the more uni- 
verially be adored by all Aſia, and thereby 
bring in the greater Contributions, her good 
Prieſts ſaid, fell down from Jupiter himſelf; 
and after ſuch Teſtimony, we need not hunt 
farther for the Truth of it. 

But my Lord Bacon, tho' he was one of 
the greateſt Philoſophers of his time, tho' he 
was a very early Virtuaſo, before they were 
upon the Wing to fy 7ourneys, or to fly over 
Houſes, as the ingenious Mr. Gianvile confi- 
dently hoped, till his P/as ultra was put to 
the Nonplus, by the ſharp and ſevere Pen of the 
learned Dr. Stubbe, well known for his indu - 
ſtrious Defences of Cauſes both bad and good, 
during the Reign of King Charles II. for, it 
ſeems, Mr. Glanvile had a little too haſtily 
ſounded the Trumpet in his noble P/as altra - 
J hope to live to ſee it as common to buy 4 
pair of Wings, to fly a Journey, as now fir 
to borrow à pair of Boots; a Cuſtom, it may 
be, then kindly practiſed, more eſpecially a- 
mong the young Sophs in the Univerſity ; but 
the worthy Gentleman did not then conſider, 
how inconvenient and dangeroar it would be 
for Rogues to be enabled to fly to the —_ 
. 0 
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of Houſes, and over Walls and Ditches, in 
the Night. time eſpecially; and of how little 
uſe Watches would then be, or indeed any 
Defences and Forti ficat ions would be againſt 
Enemies. | 

But to proceed, altho' this Lord was one 
of the greateſt Genius that then appeared with- 
in our Horiſon ; yet he was not a little mi- 
ſtaken in the conduct of his Domeſticks to- 
wards the latter end of his Life, and ſo mighr 
be well miſtaken in his Judgment of o Men: 
Eſpecially conſidering that in his Greatneſs 
he might converſe chiefly with od Courtiers, 
and old Politicians, or with ſome over- rich 
old Citizens, or others, who wallowed in 
immenſe Riches, and who thought great 
Wealth, well or ill gotten, to be the greareſt 
Glory —_— Earth, both living and dying; and 
who only worſhipped the unrighteous Mam- 
mon. 

This excellent Lord, tho' he has commu- 
nicated to the world many noble Hints, En- 
quiries, and Obſervations of Natural Hiſtory; 
and tho' he writ the Hiſtory of Life and 
Death, the Shortneſs and Length of the Life 
of Man, and other Animals; and tho' in the 
five laſt Years of his Life, he ſpent his time 
in Gray s. Inn, the very beſt Air of any of the 
Inns of Court, or elſe at Hi bgate, the pureſt 
Air about London, yet he Tix d but to ſixty- 
ſix, no long Period for ſo great a Philoſopher. 
And the reaſon of it, I take to be, — his 

rejudice 
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Prejudice againſt Perſpiration, and allowable 
Sweating, as too much exhauſting the Spirits, 
and the vital Principles: Whereas in our Cli- 
mate moſt of our Diſeaſes do proceed from 
catching Cold, and from ſome hindrance of 
Perſpiration, and muſt be timely remedied, 
by opening the obſtructed Pores with proper 
and innocent Dzluters, taken in Bed, and not 
by hot, pernicious, inflamatory Medicines, 
which often add Fuel that is inextinguiſhable 
to the Burning or Conflagration contracted, 
And another reaſon of his too ſhort Period, 
I do take to be his Prejudice againſt coli Wa- 
ter drank in a morning faſting ; whereas no- 
thing in Nature is wholſomer to moſt perſons, 
as admirably contemporating the Heat pro- 
ceeding from the Bed, during the Night, in 
all, and qualifying the Heat contracted the 
Evening before, by many, in the Enjoyment 
of go 9 Beſides, that in elderly 
Perſons, the noble Fabrick grows dry, wi- 
thers or decays; and Water, hot, warm, or 
cold, as it beſt agrees with the Temper, does 
moiſten the $o/zds, or the organical Parts, and 
makes the Fluids more fluid, helps Expecto- 
ration exceedingly, opens the obſtructed Paſ- 
fages, and becomes a powerful Diuretick, or 
innocent Diaphoretick. 

And therefore I cannot think old Men are 
commonly ſuch Fools, as to ſay in their 
Hearts, there is no God, or if they ſee at 
all, that their Eyes are ſo dim, that they 
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cannot ſee the Splendor of the Sun, or the 
— thing in Nature. For an excellent 
Poet, though a Heathen, has gloriouſly 


taught: 


Jupiter eſi quodcunque vides, quocunque 
MOoueris. 


That the Exiſtence of God is evident in every 
thing we ſee, and in all places wherever we 
are, or wherever we go; or as St. Paul 
reaches with greater Authority and Wiſdom : 
The inviſible things of God, from the Crea- 
tion of the World, are clearly ſeen, being un- 
derſtood by the things that are made, even 
his eternal Power and Godhead, ſo that they, 
the Unbelievers, are without excuſe. 


SECTION 


SECTION IL 
Of the wonderful Works of G 0D. 


HE great and glorious Heavens, where · 
in are ſeen at a vaſt Diſtance ſuch an 
infinite Number of luminous Bodies, or clear 
and ſplendid Beings, the illuſtrious Habita+ 
tions of the Bleſſed, or elſe the glorious Lights 
of the Heavenly Manſions, are enough to 
aſtoniſh us with Admiration at the Almighty 
Power of the Firſt Cauſe, or Creator of all 
things, both viſible and inviſible. 
_ Whenllook up to that innumerable Hof? of 
Heaven, and new Diſcoveries of them do more 
and more appear by Teleſcopes, according as 
they excel in Goodneſs or Magnitude, or are 
made capable of transferring our Sight to ſtill 
greater Diſtances ; and when I conſider the 
infinite Space through which thoſe Lumina- 
ties may be extended, in the Unzver/e, if it 
pleaſe Almighty God, I cannot but be tranſ- 
ported with 70h, to think that Infinite Good- 
eſs has filled thole prodigious and number- 
lels Regions of Light with moſt happy and 
glorious Inhabitants. 
How many continual Streams of Divine 


Goodneſs and Beneyolence muſt ſucceſſively 
; C flow 
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10 Of the wonderful Works of G o. 
flow from an inexhauſted Fountain of infinite 
Goodneſs! What Multitudes of new Inhabi- 
tants muſt fill and repleniſſi thoſe endleſs Do- 
minions above! And there is no Doubt, but 
abundance of neu Creatures, whereſoever 
diſperſed, will, throughout all Generations, in 
their time of Probation, with the Eye of 
Faith, ſee and believe in, and do profound 
Homage to, their Great Creator, and in ſome 
meaſure by ſuitable Lives will ſhew, that they 
prefer Light and glorious Happineſs, before 
Darkneſs and Miſery, in order to their ob- 
raining a future Inheritance in thoſe moſt ca- 
pacions Regions of Joy and Delight, full of 
amiable Society, and full of Splendor and Il- 
— „ Where there is zo Darkneſs at 
all. 
And ] am apt to ſuſpect thoſe Perſons to 
have very narrow Souls and Thoughts, who 
would or do confine Salvation to a very few, 
— only of their own Sentiments, and 
ittle Diſtinctions. Whereas Chriſtian Cha- 
rity does open and enlarge the Soul, fills it 
with Kindneſs, and Well-wiſhes to 40, Mau- 
kind. Charity is the principal and moſt emz- 
nent Virtue of Chriſtzans, and that which di- 
ſtinguiſhes and adorns them from and aboye 
all the reſt of Mankind , whether they were 
Philoſophers, or any other good, or moral, 
or virtuous Men among the Heathen. And 
therefore I cannot but exceedingly rejoice, 
that I have obſery'd, that Super/tztzon it ſelf, 
or 
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or ſuperſtitions Worſhip, tho' temporal In- 
tereſt has too great a {way and aſcendant in 
its Settlement and Eſtabliſhment, yet has very 
much awful $o/emnity, and Motives to Devo- 
tion join'd with it; and that a good and ſin- 
cere Man, even in ſuch Communion, has O 
portunities of worſhipping the Great God 
with profound Reverence, and may, I hope, 
pleaſe God with his Performances, and ſincere 
Endeavours, provided his Life be juſt, and 
honeſt, and merciful to others, and he be tem- 
perate and continent, in reſpect to himſelf. 
The Univerſe, whoſe beautiful Concave 
we behold at a great Diſtance, and which ſur- 
rounds us on all Sides, and which may be ex- 
rended through an znfinite Space, ſuitable to 
the infinite Power, and Majeſty, and ie 
dom, and Goodneſs, and Magnificence of the 
Firſt Cauſe; when we turn our Thoughts 
to the Contemplation of this z»finite Uni- 
ver ſe, and its innumerable Regions, Empires 
and Dominions, repleniſhed from time to 
time with glorious Inhabitants, by the im- 
menſe and inexhauſted Goodneſs of Almighty 
God, we quickly loſe ourſelves in travelling 
into thoſe unknown and endleſs Regions, go- 
vern'd by the uncontrolable Power of the 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords; our Fa- 
culties are too ſhort, and too narrow, to mea- 
ſure or to reach into thoſe prodigious and ſuc- 
ceſſive Altitudes and Dominions, and ſo muſt 


retreat back into our firſt inſufficiency, juſt as 
C2 commonly 
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commonly we are fain to do, when we pre- 
ſume to ſoar into the Origination, the E 
ſence, or the Attributes of the Firſt Cauſe of 

all things whatſoever. | 7 
Ard this Conſideration of the many migh- 
ty Dominions, extended farther than our 
Thoughts can reach, and all goyern'd by the 
All-powerful Will of our Great Creator, has 
made me ſometimes the more to wonder , at 
that low and narrow Thought of ſome inge- 
nious Gentlemen, otherwiſe Men of good 
Senſe, who do limit and curtail Divine Pro- 
vidence, and will allow, that the greater Af- 
fairs of the World, and Mens chiefeſt con- 
cerns, may be under the Direction and inſpec- 
tion of Providence; but for their /eſer Con- 
cerns and frivolous Matters, their Avocations 
and Diverſions, at Play and Hazard, and the 
like; theſe are all left ro Chance and Fortune, 
and are not worthy the Notice and Cogniſance 
of fo Great a — But I leave it to every 
Man's ſerious Conſideration, whether of the 
two is moſt likely to be in the right, either 
the ſhallow Imaginations, and ungrounded Sur- 
miſes of ignorant Man; or elſe our Saviour, 
who ſaw into the Hearts of all Men, who had 
all W:ſdom without being taught, and who, 
whilſt he condeſcended to be upon Earth, 
was even then in Heaven. Our Saviour 
lays, that the moſt minute things are un- 
der the Inſpection of Providence, that the 
very Hairs of our Head are all * 5 
fo : oF that 
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that à little Sparrow does not fall to the 
Ground without the Obſeryation of our Fa. 
ther, &c. And the Royal Prophet has told 
us, that he is about our Bed, and about our 
Paths, and ſpieth out all our Ways. 

The apparent, viſible, and diurnal Circum- 
yolution of all the luminous Unzverſe about 
the Globe that we inhabit, does open to us a 
moderate View of that great Circle of the 
Heavens around us; whereas, if they had ap- 
N , as they are, immoveable, we ſhould 

ave ſeen and known only one half of that 
glorious Spectacle, or that which appear'd 
within our own particular Hemiſpbere; but 
as the Great God has ordered and diſpoſed 
the ſeeming diurnal Revolution of the Hea- 
ven about the Earth, we and all Mankind, 
of all Ages, before the Diſcovery or Demon- 
ſtration of the Earth's diurnal and annual 
Motion, might perceive, better than other- 
wiſe, by the Obſervation of our , and their 
Eyes and Reaſon, more of the wonderful Ex- 
rent of the dzvine Magnificence, and ſublime 
Works of the great Creator of all things, both 
in Heaven, and upon the Earth. 

Another Reflection that this Contempla- 
tion does give me will, I hope, be pardoned, 
if I think, that it was but a /-za// Number of 
the Angels that fell with Satan, in compa- 
riſon with that inconceiveable Number of 
them, who together with bleſſed Spirits a- 
dopted and choſen from among the Soap af 
1 | en, 
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Men, do fill thoſe numberleſs Regions of Light 
above us and on all Sides, whitherſoever any 
= of Mankind, far and near, do turn their 


roſpect. For there can be no manner of com- 
9" amy between the Numbers of thoſe innu- 
mcrable Attendants, who wait upon and con- 
tinually adore the Majeſty, and Goodneſs, and 
Wiſdom, of the ſupream, and infinite, and a/- 
mighty God, and the few Mortals, or even 
the unclean Spirits, who dwell in, or adorn, 
or moleſt this little Syſtem ; exceeding little 
in compariſon to thoſe moſt capacious celeſtial 
Dominions, in the *Unzverſe above. 

The Sun and Moon may be reckon'd among 
the greateſt Works of Almighty God, that are 
conſpicuous to us, but to deify them, ra- 
ther than their a/mighty Author, does abun- 
dantly ſhew the wretched Weakneſs of hu- 
man Wiſdom, and their natural Proneneſs to 
Superſtition and Idolatry. 

he Sun is an exceeding glorious and moſt 


wonderful Work of God. It is a Celeſtial 


Lamp, that illuminates a vaſt Extent, and 
communicates its Splendor around this Globe 
every Day, or twenty four Hours, and giyes 
all Parts of it an equal Diſtribution of Day 
and Night within the whole Year; altho' the 
daily Diſtribution of its Light be very differ- 
cnt to the Countreys within the Tropicks, and 
the vaſt Dominions North and South of the 
Tropicks. If any thing viſible in the Crea- 


tion could be thought to deſerve that Adora- 


tion, 
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tion, which moſt certainly is only due to the 
great Creator of all things, and elpecially be- 
fore Mens Eyes were enlightnedby Revelation, 
it muſt be the Sus that might deſerve Honour 
ſuperior to all viſible Objects, for the abun- 
dant Benefits that Mankind, and all other 
Creatures do receive, ander God, from its 
Influence, and Beneficence. And therefore 
the Magi, or-Eaſtern wiſe Men, were more 
commendable in their orſhipping heretofore 
the Fun, than the learned Zg ypt:zans were in 
worſhipping a Cow or a Crocodile, a Leek or 
an Onion, or I know not what. And ſo the 
firſt Inca in Peru, Mango Copac, and his Wife, 
and his Siſter Co Mama, who firſt founded 
and civilized that prodigious Empire of Peru, 
and taught them Humanity, Morality, and di- 
ſtriburive Juſtice, had a great reach of Thought 
and Judgment, when, at their firſt appearing 
among thoſe Savages, they declar'd themſelves 
to be the Sor and Daughters of the Sun, and 
that they were ſent, and came from their Fa- 
ther, the Sun, to inſtruct them how to be 
happy, and to teach them good Things. Now 
tho* the Vulgar there worſhipped only the 
Sun, yet their Amautas, who were their Sa- 
ges or Philoſophers, taught, that the Sun was 
only the great Miniſter of the Great God of all, 
whom they adored in the fit Place, and unto 
whom a great and ſumptuous Temple was 
dedicated in the Imperial City of Cozco. And 
this noble Inſtitution of Mango Copac continued 
| to 
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to flouriſh with very great Felicity for 800 
Years, until Montezuma's Cruelty provoked 
God to deſtroy him; who, the Year before the 
Spaniards came among them, had ſacrificed 
30000 of his Subjects to his hungry Gods, 
and choſen by Lott for that purpoſe, becauſe 
his ravenous Prieſts had told him, that the 
Gods were now hungry and Blood thirſty. 
See more in Sir William Temple's Miſcellany; 
Part II. | | 
That the Sun is a Body of Fire, or rather 
a vaſt Ocean of Fire, of incredible Magni- 
tude, and exceeding in that reſpect all the wan- 
ton Inventions of the Poets of old, in theit 
Stygian and Infernal or Elyſian Fables, and 
exceeding thedreadful Deſcriptions, or Wiſhes, 
or Denunciations, of unmerciful and uncha- 
ritable Divines, who indiſcreetly drive ſome 
of their fearful Followers to Deſparr, I can» 
not by any means conceive; tho* excellent 
Mathematicians do aver it, and the Ingenious 
of this Age do readily concur in that Opi- 
nion. For to me it ſeems very — 1 
that ſuch a — Globe of Fire ſhould 
be formed in the Ather above, unneceſſarily, 
altho' the ſcorching and burning Heat, whilſt 
the Sun appears over us, may naturally favour 
that Suppoſition. For it is as eaſy to the 
Great God, to whom nothing is impoſſible, to 
order and appoint that vaſt G of Light, 
tho' without Heat in itſelf, to ſend forth Rays, 
which ſhall ſcorch and burn here below, as ir 
| does 
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does do, according to its Deſignation, as to or- 
der the Heavens to appear in a continual, ama- 
zing Velocity, and in a moſt regular Motion 
Night and Day, when really and certainly 
they are immoveable; and it is as eaſy for the 
ſame uncontroulable Power, to order the Sun 
thus to puzzle humane Weakneſs, or Wiſdom, 
as to order this Globe of the Earth, of no 
inconſiderable Magnitude, to appear immove- 
able to all Mankind, when really and moſt 
certainly, if our Reaſon may be credited, it 
moves round its own Axis at leaſt a thouſand 
Miles in an Hour, or between 16 and 17 
Miles ina Minute, to ſay nothing of its greater 

progreſſive or annual Motion round the Sun. 
Nor is it inconſiderable, on this Subject, 
what is vulgarly obſerved, on the Mountains 
of Granada in the ſouthern Parts of Spain, or 
the Apr in Italy, or the Mountains of Arme- 
nia, where there are great Plains, through 
which Travellers paſs, covered with Snow iu 
the Summer times, or the Andes in Peru, the 
hotteſt Countrey of all; on which high Moun- 
tains, tho” ſituated in hot Climates, we are 
told that the Snow does lie unmelted all the 
Year, and if the Curious from the ſultry Vales 
below, will pleaſe to mount upon them, they 
will quickly ſhiver with cold, and will want 
a Winter Garment. Now, if the Sun be ſuch 
a mighty Maſs of Fire, or rather ſuch a pro- 
digious Ocean of it, fed without Fuel, con- 
| _ tinuing 
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tinuing the ſame without waſting or decay, 


and fathomed throughout by none but great 


Mathematicians of our diſcerning Age; I can- 
not poſſibly conceive how it comes to pals, 
that there is ſuch a cold Region of Air, a Mile 
or two above our ſultry Campagns, and be- 
tween us and that dreadful Fire of the Sun. 


For our natural Fire, that is not Imaginary, 


but excceding Senſible, does not offend or 
burn at a good Diſtance, but is more or leſs 
{ſenſibly felt, according as the Object is more 
or leis near to it. 

Now I cannot conceive, why the Sun, if 
its prodigious Body of Fire be in Diameter 


763,000 Miles, or ſtatute Miles, and its Quan- 


tity of Matter, or Fire, or fiery Fuel, be 
230,000 times as great as the Matter of our 
terreſtrial Globe; why, or how this frightful 
or prodigious Fire, or this helliſh Fire, ac- 
cording to ſome, but not according to others, 
ſhould make that Difference which it does to 
us, between the Co/d in Winter, and the Heat 
in Summer, by the different Obliquity of its 
Rays, or by the Proximity or Remoteneſs of 
only about 23 Degrees between the Tropics 
of Cancer and Capricorn. For to me it ſeems 
very improbable, that ſo ſmall a Mutation in 
the apparent Poſition of ſo great a fiery Body 
ſhould canie ſuch an Alteration of Heat and 
Cold. Iwill not proceed to ſhew how different 
the Opinion of illuſtrious Mathematicians has 
been in the preſent Age, and in former times, 

touching 
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touching the Magnitude of the Sur, and its 
Subſtance, in order to repreſent how preca- 


rious and uncertain this Hypotheſis may be, 


of a Fire ſo intenſe in the Sun, that if a great 
Maſs of Iron were there to be throughly heated, 
and could fall into a cooler Region, many 
Years or Ages would be required to cool it 
again. | | 
I ſhould rather think, that the ſame a/- 
mighty Power, which reſtrain'd the ſeven- fold 
Fire in Nebuchadnezar's Furnace from burn- 
ing, hurting, or affecting in auy wiſe thezhree 
good Children, and holy Confeſſors, upon 
whoſe Bodies the Fire had no Power, nor 
was an Hair of their Head ſinged, neither 
were their Coats changed, nor the Smell of 
Fire had paſſed on them; when at the fame 
time the ſame intenſe Fire, or the Flame of 
that Furnace ſlew thoſe moſt mighty Men in 
his Army, who were commanded, and took 
them up, to caſt thoſe Confeſſors into it: I 
ſhould think, I ſay, that z»finite Power, 
which wills and does, with a //ord, whatſo- 
ever it pleaſes, may order the Rays of the 
Fun to communicate ſuch a Heat as they do 
to the lower and hab:table Parts of the Earth, 
tho' they do not exert ſuch an Energy on the 
cold, ſuperior, and aninhabitable Parts. 
There is another Speculation, which now- 
a-days much prevails, not only among the in- 
genious, but other ſober and learned Perſons, 


which I do think ro be exceeding doubtful, 
1 D 2 uncertain 
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uncertain, and precarious, if not altogether 
falſe. It is, that the Planets are habitab/t 
Earths, and their Satellites, or Moons, in 
like manner inhabited by Men, like our Earth, 
or by Creatures of fame reſemblance to us. 
As if not only —_— with his Can ſa had 


really fled up to the Moon to bring us Intelli- 
gence of ſuch things, but they had ſent ſome 
Mephiſtophiles on the fame wiſe Errand, up- 
on ſuch Gan ſa, who could live upon the Air, 
or lodge in Caſtles built there by a noble Ds, 
who was very full of Conceptions. To this 
ingenious Conjecture, or ſoaring Imagination, 
J ſhall only anſwer, what to this purpoſe I 
once ſaid at Table to a moſt learned and pious 
Biſhop, who then told me, that he was apt 
to think, that the Planets were habitable 
Worlds, like our Earth, and he asked m 
Opinion of that Matter. My Lord, I ſaid, 
I do very much doubt of the Truth of that 
Problem, tho' it be maintained by divers 
worthy Perſons, and good Mathematicians. 
For if there were other terreſtrial Worlds, be- 
ſides ours, and repleniſhed with Mex endued 
with a Capacity of chooſing Good and Evil, 
Jam afraid they would be apt to tranſgreſs, 
and chooſe Evil before Good, as Adam did, 
and as many of the Angels themſelves did, 
and conſequently thoſe planetary Men would 
want a Saviour and Redeemer, as the Race 
of Adam did. And I cannot think ſo great a 
Condeſcenſion as the Son of God was pleaſed 
F” uh 
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to vouchſafe, for the good of Mankind, in 
humbling himſelf to ſo low a Life,; to be born 
in a table, and laid in a Manger, to be at- 
tended with no more Magnificence; and at 
laſt to be mocked, ſpit upon, ſtourged, and 
cracified, by the Men whom he had created; 
I cannot think that ſuch Conde ſcenſion was 
a Scene like to be often ated. To this juſt 
Reflection the good Brſbop, with a civil bow, 
return'd no Reply at all. | 

Another Hypotheſis, or Mathematical S 

ſition, is to me very much to be ſuſpect - 
ed. And it is, the modern Diſfances of the 
Planets, from #s, or from the San. For. 
whereas Gaſſendus, the learned French Aſtro- 
nomer, and Royal Profeſſor of Mathematicks 
who publiſhed his Aſtronomy Ann. Dom. 
1647, and died Ann. Dom. 1656. and whom 
his Phyſician, Monſieur Gay Patin, an ho- 
neſt and learned Man, calls a good, and learn- 
ed, and wiſe Man, three great Appella- 
rions, and greater, in my Opinion, than if 
he had called him noble, and rich and witty 
this famous Gafſexdus makes the Diſtance of 
Saturn from the Earth to be 15800 terreſtrial 
Semidiameters, or a little above 60000 Ita. 
lian Miles, the Diſtance of the 9a from the 
Earth, to be 1165 Semidiamiters, and the Di. 
ſtance of the ft Stars to be but 19000 Se- 
midiameters; our more modern and excellent 
Mathematicians have found out with a more 
penetrating Sagacity, that Saturn's Diſtance 
55 from 
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from the Sun is 777 millions of Miles, and 
perhaps the next Generation may make its 
Diſtance 999 millions, inſtead of rhe former 
Computation; and the inquiſitive Mr. Hook, 
and the ſingular Mr. Flamſtead, do more mo- 
deſtly determine the Diſtance of the fx? Stars 
from the un to be about 500,000 millions of 
Miles; but the ingenious Mr. Huygins ſhoots 
his Bolt with great Boldneſs, who calculates 
their Diſtance to be farther, than a Buller ſhot 
out of a Canon, and ſtill kept going with its 
uſual Velocity, could traverſe or travel in 
I00,000 Years. A Term much longer than 
this World is like to laſt! 

Now I cannot poſſibly have an implicit 
Faith in the noble Schemes of theſe mighty 
Adventurers in Mathematicks, becauſe I have 
a ſingular Veneration and Deference for the 
inſpired Writers, St. Luke and St. Paul. The 
firſt tells us, that St. Hephen, when his Face 
had a luſtre, as if it had been the Face of an 
Angel, by only ſtedfaſily looking up into 
Heaven, ſaw immediately the Glory of God, 
and Jeſus ſtanding on the right Hand of God. 
St. Paul, about ten Years after our Saviour's 
Paſſion, was on a ſudden caught up into the 
third Heaven, or into the celeſtial Parads/e, 
but whether in the Body or out of the Body, he 
could not tell, and heard unſpeakable Words 
there, and on a ſudden, without paſſing mil. 
lions of Miles, was return'd to his Station 
here. And this is Truth, not uncertain Con- 

| jecture. 
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jecture. Whether it be, that Men know no 
more of the particular State of the other World, 
or of the World above us, than Vorm do of 
Mathematics or Geography; or whether Men 
muſt remain ignorant of the Phenomena above 
them, as they commonly are in the explana- 
tion of the Myſteries of Chriſtianity. 

The Moon, tho' it be the leaſt of the Pla- 
nets, yet is not of the leaſt Conſideration a- 
mong the wonder ful Works of God. It is one 
of the two great Lights that God made in the 
Beginning, the one to rule the Day, and for 
the Benefit of the Day, and the other to rule 
the Night, or to give light in the Night. 
They were alſo appointed to be for Signs, and 
for Seaſons, and for Days and Tears. The dif- 
ferent Phaſes or Aſpects of the Moon mult be 
for ever ſurpriſing and aſtoniſhing to the far 

eateſt part of Mankind, and will to the ſo- 
— and conſiderate Part, howſoever plain and 
intelligible thoſe Phenomena are rendred to 
and by the Learned. And the Moon is a Sign 
of the high T zdes, but not the Cauſe, no more 
than the different Aſpects of all the Planets 
are the immediate Cauſe of all humane Events, 
according to the Rules of Aſirology. That 
notably contrived Art does ſhew, to what 

Height of Cunning and Deluſion, the Will of 
Man did of old arrive, for the Propagation 
of Superſtition, and to take Men off from 
their Dependance on God's Providence ; bur 
why it ſhould ſtill be conniyed at, or comes 

to 
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to prevail ſo much as it does, in Chriſtian 
Countries, I cannot account, unleſs it be, that 
Superſtition has ſecret Charms, which are of- 
ten irreſiſtible, and attract many, both learn · 
ed and unlearned, but are not diſcernible to 
the better and w2/er ſort of Men. 

The efficient Cauſe of the rapid Flux and 
Reflux of the Sea, every ſix Hours, is, I think, 
neither the Moon, nor any other inquiſitive 
Imagination of vain or aſſuming Men; but 

the ſame All. Pouerful Word, that ordered 
the prodigious and amazing Motion, where- 
in the Earth and the Planets, do Night and 
Day continue, without reſt, and without ever 
being tired in their Courſes ; that ſaid at firſt, 
Let there be Light, and there was Light ; 
that ſaid, Let this or that be thus and thus, 
and it was and will be ſo. The Tide ſeems 
ro me to be not only a great Yonder in Na- 
ture, but a conſtant and permanent Miracle, 
as much as if I were to ſec upon Earth a Fire 
continually aſcending and deſcending in two 
diſtinct proximate Columns: Or rather as are 
ſeen in Animals two diſtinct collateral Sfreams 
of Blood flowing and running with an equal 
Velocity to and from the Heart, which to 
me is as wonderful a Sight as the Tide it ſelf 
is. Whoever has ſeen a Spring- tide of the 
Severn come in about Gloceſter, roaring with 
two great Heads on the Banks on each fide the 
River, and running up much {wifter than any 


Horſe can gallop, and turning with it the 
whole 
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whole River as eaſily as a Cork or Feather; 
nay and running upwards, and carrying all 
with it, at leaſt 7welve Miles an Hour ; who- 
ever, I ſay, has ſeen this Sight muſt be very 
inſenſible, or elſe he muſt ſilently ſay, Great 
is the Lord that made this, infinitely great 
his Power and Majeſty. 

The Earth, how little ſoever and deſpicable 
it may be repreſented by ſome learned and 
good Men, in compariſon with the *”Unzverſe, 
yet I do take it to be a very conſiderable Part 
of the Yorks of God. And good Men may 
well be excuſed, if they depreciate it too much, 
conſidering how apt Men are to ſet too great 
a Value on the things of this World, and ſettle 
their Affection on things below and Tempo- 
ral, and not on things above, which are E- 
ternal. But if the Earth, and all Mankind, 
were ſo very inconſiderable, I cannot conceive, 
how it ſhould pleaſe God, the beſt Judge of 
the Excellencies of all his Works, to {end his 
eternal Jon, by whom he created all things 
that ever were made, into this World, to 
dwell among us, to give us ſo great an Ex- 
ample of Humility, and to reconcile us to 
himſelf by the ſtupendous Sacrifice of his be- 
toved Son. Nor do I take the Extent of the 
Earth, above four and twenty thouſand Miles 
round, to be an inconſiderable Compals, nor 
the Numbers of Mankind to be deſpicable, be- 
ing computed by the learned to be betwixt 
three and four millions; perhaps by the ſame 

8 E Arith- 


4. 


26 Of the wonderful Works of Gov. 
Arithmetick, by which our illuſtrious Mo- 
derns can inform us, how many Pails of Wa- 
ter are running to and fro, between London 
and the Buoy of the Nore. 

But this Computation of three or four hun- 
dred millions of Mankind, is very deficient, if 
Credit may be giyen to ſome Oriental Writers, 
who tell us, that the Number of People in one 
Kingdom, or in China alone, before the laſt 
Tartar Wars, was aboye 200 millions. And 
And thoſe Gentlemen, who do endeavour to 
number the Sand, or the Drops of the Sea, 
or to number the Mars in Heaven, or to com- 
pute the Numbers of Mankind, or other Ani- 
mals, Quadrupeds or Inſects, Volatiles or A- 
quatils, do amuſe themſelves much better, 
than if they were taking too much of the 
Bottle, and may thereby pleaſe ſome of the 
curious, or ovyer-credulous; but their bold 
Computations, or uncertain Conjectures will 
always be ſuſpected, and meet with but little 
_ among the more cantious and thinking 

en. 

I have ſeen an Army of about three- 
ſcore thouſand Men, commodiouſly encamped 
in two Lines, and they ſeemed to be a pretty 
good Parcel of the Race of Adam, well ap- 
pointed, on the Word of Command, to try 
their Skill who could kill faſteſt others of the 
{ame Employment, when the Ambition, or Hu- 
mour, or the Intereſt of Princes requir'd it. 
To conclude this particular, if the Angels 
in Heaven rejoice at the Converſion of one 

inner 
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Sinner that repenteth, how much more muſt 
they rejoice, when they ſee great Numbers 
of innocent, and pious, and good Men come 
from the Eaſt, and from the Weſt, and from 
the North, and from the South, and ſit down 
with Abraham, and Iſaac, and Jacob, in the 
Kingdom of G r 8 
Ihe Sea and the Deep are full of Wonders, 
as well as the Heavens, and the Earth. The 
Leviathan at Sea far ſurpaſſeth in Strength 
and Magnitude the Behemoth at Land. He 
maketh the Deep to boil like a Pot, he ma- 
keth the Sea like a Pot of Ointment. He 
maketh a Path to ſhine after him; one would 
think the Deep to be hoary. Upon the 
Earth there is not his like, who 1s made 
without Fear. He is a King over all the 
Children of Pride. The Sea poſſeſſeth about 


half of this Globe, and the learned reaſona- 


bly think, that it contains abundance: more 
living Creatures than does the Earth. Whe- 
ther the Being of ſuch an infinite Number of 
Animals is wholly extinguiſhed with this mor- 
tal Life, we ſhall be able ro know, when we 
come into the other World of greater Won- 
ders than this, and not before. Pliny, and 
many of the ingenious, do hold, that thereis 
a greater Variety of Plants, and a greater 
Number of them, in the Sea, than out of it, 
Tis certain, that new Scenes of wonderful 
things do preſent themſelves to our View, 


wherever we trayel, round this Globe. And 
2 | E 2 I ſhould 
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I ſhould think, this various Production of na- 
tural Subjects, ſo curious and excellent in 
their Kind, ought to every conſidering Man, 
to point out, to demonſtrate and proclaim a- 
loud the exquiſite Vi ſdom of the Author of 
Nature, and will render Unbelievers altoge- 
ther inexcuſable. | 
The continual apparent Motion of the 
Heavens (the Place of Reſt and Happineſs 
undiſturbed) when really they are immove- 
able; the Quieſcent State of the Earth, as it 
appears to us, when really it moves round its 
Axis with an amazing Swiftneſs; and the Flux 
and Reflux of the Sea, about twelve Miles an 
Hour, without any Diſturbance to the ſmalleſt 
Fiſh, or any Hindrance to their Sleep, and 
Reſt, are or ought to be three great and in- 
vincible but ſilent Arguments, to a conſider- 
ing Man, to convince him, and to demon- 
ſtrate, an Omni potent Power above; as Thun- 
der, Storms, and Tempeſts, do aloud and ter- 
tibly declare the ſame over-ruling Power be- 
low. And yet, to the Reproach of humane 
Wiſdom, and to ſhew what little Reaſon Men 
have to be proud, of their tinſel Ornaments, 
their fluttering Equipages, or other little O- 
ſtentations, the two firſt of theſe mighty Ar- 
guments of an Omnzpotent Power, have been 
always hid from the Knowledge of yery learn- 
ed Men and Philoſophers, until Copernicus, 
in one of theſe laſt Centuries, had the Cunning 
to find out, and the Courage to AI 
V thoſe 
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thoſe important Truths. Nor indeed does 
the Cogniſance of thoſe three aſtoniſhing Ope- 
rations much influence the Lives of Men of 
theſe latter Ages, to make them more Juſt 
and Humane than the former, or to live more 
in Awe and Fear of offending ſuch an Al- 
mighty Power. . | 

All the Works of God ate not only very 
good in themſelves, but very great and mag- 
uificent, very excellent, perfect, and admira- 
ble in their Kind, from the loweſt Shrub, or 
the moſt contemptible, to the ralleſt, moſt 
extenſive and aſpiring Vegetable, if either their 
outward Form, or their inward Compoſition, 
is diligently ſurveyed with Microſcopes. 
Whereas the Works of Men, tho' never fo 
elaborate, artificial, curious, or perfect in 
their Kind, do all appear by Glaſſes, to be 
bungling, rough, ill-favoured, or deform'd 
Performances. Inſomuch that it is very true, 
tho' inconceiveable to vulgar Eyes, what was 
ſaid, by the moſt diſcerning Judge of natural 
and human Works, of the Lilly of the Field, 
that even Solomon, in all his Glory, with all 
his Pomp and Grandeur, was not arrayed 
like one of them. 


There is one thing, among abundance of 


others, in Anatomy, which has always much 
affected me with Admiration, whatever Ef- 
fect it has had on others, or perhaps may be a 
little overlooked, among ſo great a Number 
of ſurpriſing Objects. It is the Situation — 
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Elaſticity of the Epiglottis, a ſoft Cartilagi- 
nous Cover to the Larynx, or Orifice of the 
Wind-pipe; that this Epiglottis ſhould, all a 
Man's life, be drawn up, for the Benefit of 
Reſpiration, and fall down and ſhut, whilſt e- 
very bit we eat, and every drop we drink, 
paſſes over it into the Gullet and Stomach 3 
and that we ſhould ſo ſeldom haye Occaſion 
to cough up a crum, or drop, that may acci- 
dentaly ſlip into the Larynx; that this little 
Draw-bridge ſhould naturally ſo mount, or rife 
and fall, fo often, and ſo appoſitely, and pre- 
ſerve its Spring, or Elaſticity during Life; and 
that all our Suſtenance, and the Saliva with 
it, ſhould continually paſs over this moving 
Bridge ſo ſafely as it does, and without any 
Inconvenience to our Reſpiration, or to the 
Wind- pipe underneath the Larynx, does ſeem 
to me very wonderful, and the Effect of a 
Wiſdom and Ability, far ſuperior to any of 
our beſt Artiſts, or Engineers Contrivances. 
The prodigious and infinite Variety of the 
Works of God, both animate and inanimate, 
by Land and by Sea, are enough to aſtoniſh 
with Admiration the Wiſe and the Curious. 
Microſcopes do diſplay to us that Variety af- 
ter ſuch a manner, that no two Leaves or 
Flowers, no two Stones, precious or not pre- 
cious, no two Eggs or the like Compounds, 
are exactly and perfectly alike in all their 
Parts. Tis common to obſerve ſome diſ- 
ſimilitude in the Faces of all Mankind, whe- 
4-7 ther 
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ther of the ſame Countrey, or any other how- 
foever diſtant. And there is obſerved ſome 
Difference in the Voices, the Mien and Ge- 
ſture, the Hand-writing, the Thoughts and 
Affections of different Men. As if the great 
God, whoſe powerful Word or Will does 
order all things in Heaven, and on Earth, and 
in the Sea, had at the firſt Creation command» 
ed and ordained, that all things whatſoever 
ſhould in ſome Reſpect or other be 4:zFerent 
from one another. And if all the Forks of 
God have ſuch a Variety in their Frame, as 
might be largely illuſtrated in Particulars, 
methinks it ſhould teach us Prudence and 
Charity, to be meek, and gentle, and good- 
natur'd to oth o be patient and undi- 
ſturbed at the froward and perhaps injurious 
Behaviour of our unkind Brethren ; it ſhould 
teach us to perceive the vaſt Difference be- 
tween the Fruits of the Spirit, and the Fruit: 
of the Fleſh, and the Preference and Happi- 
neſs of the former before the latter. But eſpe- 
cially this Conſideration ſhould teach us to be 
merciful and compaſſionate to all Men, if 
we hope to obtain Mercy; not raſhly to 
Judge amiſs of others, nor to favour undue, 
over-rigorous, or unchriſtian Severities to 
any, but more eſpecially to good, ſincere, or 
honeſt Men, bred up in Errors, and under 
Prejudices perhaps invincible. For poſſibly 
there was as much Senſe and Reaſon in the 


Barbarity of that vile Miſcreant Procruſtes, 
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who would needs have all Men's Length to 
fit exactly his particular Bed, and therefore 
ſtretched Paſſengers Bodies out of joint, if 
their Limbs were too ſhort for his Bed; and 
cut off their Legs, if they were too long; it 
ſeems, I ſay, as rational to deal thus horridly 
with' the Bodzes of Men, to make them alike, 
as to make the Souls and Minds and Opinions 
of Men alike, by great Rigour and Inhumani- 
ty, or by unwholſome Severities. 

If I have now been alittle bold, in differing 
from the ingenious Imaginations or Demon- 
ſtrations of the excellent Mathematicians of 
the preſent Age, I hope they will pardon 
me, as I do them for differing from me; we 
may be equally and indifferently Free-think- 
ers, without Offence, in things Conjectural, 
or out of the reach of humane Determina- 
tion. Tis hard enough for our ſhort Lines 
to fathom the Depth of the Ocean below us, 
but tis much harder for us, by the help of 
any of our Inſtruments, to penetrate into the 
true Nature of the Sublime and Celeſtial Phæ- 
nomena above us. Aſtronomy has really done 

very great and admirable things, it its nice, 
and curious, and moſt exact Calculations. But 
as there are Bounds ſet to the dea, beyond 
which it cannot ordinarily paſs, ſo there are 
certain Bounds to Aſtronomy it ſelf, and Limi- 
rations to the beſt Teleſcopes, which none 
can ever ſurpaſs, unleſs by a reverental and 


ardent Humility, and by the Eye of Faith, 
which 
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which clearly ſees into the inviſible things 

o God, as well as Senſe does into things vi- 
le to all. 
eak ſuitably and worthily ofthe Yorks 

of Go is far above mine, or any humane 
Capacity. We may find out, and ſhew our 
Ignorance in ſuch matters, but can never have 
any adequate Conceptions of his Mag niſi- 
A 
All the Works of the Lord are exceeding 

good, and whatſoever he commandeth, ſhall 
£ —_— ompliſh'd in due ſeaſon. And none may 
fay, What is this? Wherefore is that? 

We may ſpeak much, and yet come ſhort ; 
wherefore in ſim he is all. And when you 
Glorify the Lord, exalt him as much as you 
can; for even yet will he far exceed: and 
when youu exalt him, put forth all your 
Strength, and be not weary; for you can ne- 
ver go far enough. 
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SECTION III. 


That the Ways of Providence are juſt, 
and kind, and beneficent to all, but 
eſpecially the Good; and that pre- 
ſent Proſperity does moſt generally 
attend good Men, and Adverſity the 
Eul. , 


T may ſtill be truly ſaid, what was ſþo- 
ken formerly of the Scribes and Phari- 
tees, that /eeznug Men do not ſee, and hearing 
they do not hear, nor underſiand. Thole 
Hypocrites could not ſee the Meſſiah, nor 
believe in his Doctrine, notwithſtanding they 
were ſo notoriouſly evidenced and demon- 
ſtrated by the wonderful Miracles that he of- 
ten did, for three years together, upon all 
ſorts of /ick Perſons, upon blind, deaf, dumb, 
lame, paralytick, epileptick, hydropick, lu- 
natick, dxmoniacks and all with a Word 
ſpeaking, or with a Touch. 


And 
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And thus the Libertines of all Times, and 
Ages, and Countreys, cannot, and will not 
ſee, either the Manifeſtations of an Almighty 
Being, in his glorious viſible Works, both in 
Heaven and Earth, nor the admirable Diſpen- 
fations of his Providence unto all Mankind, 
and over all his Works. They can fee and 
enjoy their Diverſions, Amuſements, and Re- 
creations, with a great deal of Pleaſure and 
Satisfaction; their Eyes are clear to diſcern a 
beautiful Object, and their Ears are gratified 
and pleaſed with melodious Sounds, and the 
Pomps and Vanities of the World they can 
never too much admire ; but they are blinded 
by the Miſts, Films, and Darkneſs, which 
their Luſts and Follies do caſt over their Eyes, 
from diſcerning the Excellencies and Obliga- 
tions of ſpiritual Duties, from diſcerning the 
Peace and Serenity of Mind which attends 
Innocence and Virtue, and the continual 
Troubles, the Inquietudes, Vexations, fre- 
quent Hazards and Diſappointments, which 
perplex, follow, or accompany the deceit- 
ful Pleaſures of an imprudent, irregular, and 
indiſcreet Conduct. 

And why ſhould we expect, that a Man, 
who wilfully ſhuts his Eyes, ſhould during 
that Blindneſs be able to ſee before him; or that 
the Man who cannot ſee the Author of Na- 
ture in his great, and viſible, and ſtupendous 


Works, ſhould be able to ſee the ſweet Order, 
| F 2 and 
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and Equity, and Benevolence of his all-ſecing 
Providence unto all Mankind. 

After we have conſidered, or rather loſt our 
Underſtanding, in the Contemplation of an i- 
nite Being, and of his Majeſty, the ſplendor of 
his Schechinah, or Preſence, the inexhauſtible 
Treaſures and univerſal Expanſions of his Wiſ. 
dom, the uncontroulable Power of his Word 
and Will, his Omni ſcience, and Penetration in- 
to all Places, and Perſons, and Things, into 
Times paſt, preſent, and to come, and whoſe 
Eyes are ten thouſand times brighter than 
the Sun, beholding all the Ways of Men, and 
conſidering the moſt ſecret 83 after ſuch 
Reflections as theſe, it muſt be very ſtrange, 
that rational Creatures, and eſpecially ſuch as 
have Bzbles in their Hands to read, ſhould 
doubt of God's Providence, or think it roo 
much Trouble for fo happy and almighty a 

Being to inſpect, and conduct, and direct all 
humane Affairs, as the Epicureaus moſt foolith- 
ly did, and the Sadducees and rich Men ever 
did, and ever will do. | | | 

As for the Ep:icureans, tho' they have al- 
ways had abundance of great Followers; and 
howſoever they be ſtill advantageouſly repre- 
ſented by ſome learned Men, who were per- 
haps as much charmed with attracting Plea» 
ſures, as the ignorant and unlearned common- 
ly are: Vet Chriflions, who have a revealed 
Religion, that reaches them chiefly 1 live 
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better, and ſtricter, and juſter Lives, than ever 
Philoſophers could do without Revelation; 
Chriſtians, I ſay, ſhould think very indif- 
ferently of them, and account them minuti 
Philoſopht, half-witted Philoſophers, who 
maintain, quod æternum beatumgue ſit, id nec 
habere negotii quicquam, nec exhibere alteri, 
or to the fame noble Purpoſe, qui negant Deos 
quicquam nec alient curare, nec ſui: That 
a happy and eternal Being has nothing to do 
it ſelf, nor concerns it ſelf at what others do; 
or elſe they deny that the Gods are any way 
ſolicitous about their own Happineſs, or take 
any Cogniſance of that of others. 

After ſuch ſhallow, minute, fooliſh, and 
unbecoming Notions of a Deity, the moſt 
ſublime, and moſt conſiderable Object that 
humane Wiſdom can humbly conſider, I can 
never think that Epicurus deſerves that Re- 

ect aud Admiration which ſome learned Men 

o ſtill pay to his Memory, upon any account. 
Much leſs can I think, that ſo poor a Rea- 
ſoner in the moſt fundamental Point of all, 
could be ſuch a Giant in Wit and Knowledge, 
as never to be equalled, before or after him; 
or ſuch a Giant and Prodigy, as Lucretius 
eſteems him, and deſcribes bim to be. But 
what Extravagances will not blind Prejudice, 
or doating Inclination, run into? 

This of Epicurus is a quick and ſhort way, 
whereby Libertines may pleaſe and amule 
themſelves, have ſome Tranquillity of Mind, 
GE and 
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and may lull their Conſcience a little aſleep, 
howſoever it will awaken ſometimes, and give 
them ſad twitches, or exert irs Sting, untill 
ſtupified again, either by jovia, Company, or 
by the Bottle, or Cards and Dice, or by luſci- 
ous Plays, or by a ſoft retreat into the Em- 
braces of ſome cajoling Madam. If a Man 
can once perſuade himſelf not to think, or 
elſe can make himſelf believe, there is no 
Goa, or that if there be, he's as good as none, 
a languid oſcitant Being, not concernin 
himſelf with the Care of others; that tho? al 
about us are corruptible and mortal, as well 
as we our ſelves, yet the World is Eternal, 
and like to continue for ever in the ſame State, 
excepting ſome few accidental Changes now 
and then; if a Man, I ſay can perſuade him- 
{lf into theſe fine Schemes, and uncommon 
Thoughts, he muſt firſt quit and relinquiſh his 
Reaſon, and be an humble Servant to Sen/e 
alone. f 
Indeed ſuch Gods, and Goddeſſes, as the Po- 
ets, or Carvers, or Cunning- men, or the Prieſts 
of old formed for their Diverſion, or Exerciſe 
of their Wit, or for their Gain and Intereſt, 
or to keep the People in awe, who could no 
where, and in no Countrey, tho' never ſo bar- 
barous, be perſuaded that there is no God, 
might very well lead even Philoſophers into 
ſtrange and abſurd Opinions about a Deity. 
For Truth will meet with a violent Treat- 
ment, whereyer Falſhood, or Superſtition uni- 
verſally 
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verſally prevails. And therefore it was that 
the Wiſer or more Cautious among the greater 
or more conſiderable Part of the . — a few 
of them, I ſay, came to our Saviour by Night 
to ſpeak to him, and to hear him, but had not 
the Courage to come to him by Day-light, 
for fear of being diſcovered and expoſed to 
Inſults. „mn 
Now tho' the Heathen were lamentably ri- 
diculous in their Notions of God, yet as bad 
as they were, I cannot think ſo ill of them as 
ſomedo, ſince I heard the following remarkable 
Account of them in our Days, and I hope they 
were not generally worle in former times. 
Sir Nich. Wait, who was Governor or 
chief Officer in the Indies, for our Eaſt-India 
Company, told me in Diſcourſe very /er:ouſly 
that he had trayclled there in ſome of the 
Heathen Countreys, and coming to the Court 
of one of their Kings, by the means of ac- 
ceptable Preſents was become very gracious, 
and in favour with the Princeſ5, or Daughter 
of the ſaid Heathen King. Inſomuch that he 
addreſt himſelf to her, deſiring the Favour that 
he might have the Liberty to enter and to ſee 
one of their Temples, to which ſhe anſwer'd, 
yes you ſhall, and you ſhall go with me. Ac- 
cordingly they went, and he ſeeing there an 
Altar, and divers Images or Statues on each 
ſide of it, ask'd the Princeſs, whether theſe 
were the Gods they worſhipp'd; unto which 
the Princeſs anſwer'd with lndignation : Can 

be wed you 
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you, Sir, be ſo ſimple as to think thus of us? 
We believe there is one great God, the Maker 
of Heaven and Earth, and that thoſe whoſe 
Statues you ſee are ſome of the great God's 
particular Favourites, unto whom we pre» 
ſent our Prayers, that they would intercede 
for us, and preſent our Petitions to God. For 
if you come to the Court of any great Prince 
upon Earth, you are not immediately admit- 
ted into his Preſence, but muſt addreſs your 
ſelf to ſome of his Favourites or great Men, 
in order to be introduced into his Preſence, or 
to be heard by his Majeſty. I was exceeding 
glad to hear this uncommon Relation, as be- 
ing truly a Lover and Well-wiſher to a// Man- 
kind, and hoping the beſt of all Men, except 
the Hypocrites, the Cruel, and the Unrighteous; 
for of ſuch I can have but little, very little 
Hopes, except it be of their Amendment. 
And this Relation is very worthy to be ſeri - 
ouſly conſidered by the greateſt Part of Chri- 
ſttans, who copy too much the Example of 
_ Heathens, or at leaſt ſeem very much to 
o ſo. 8 

An infinite Being is certainly incomprehen- 
ſible by the ſhallow Capacities of the moſt 
Acute and Intelligent among mortal Men, and 
perhaps his Infinity is as little, or very im- 
perfectly comprehended by the immortal dpi. 
rits above; but the Exiſtence, Power, and 
Wiſdom of fo glorious a _ is as evidently 


demonſtrated, from the mighty Frame, the 
Order 
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Order and Regularity, the Luſtre and Magni- 
ficence, and the admirable Curioſity of all his 
Works, and of the World we behold, about 
us, and above us, on all ſides, whitherſoever 
we turn our Eyes; as the Evidence of a pre- 
vious Artiſt is to be ſeen upon the View of a 
noble, ſtately, and moſt —— Palace. 

But if we conſider the Wiſdom and Curioſi- 
ty, and admirable Contrivance, wherewith all 
Plants, and things inanimate, but eſpecially 
Animals of every kind, are variouſly formed, 
ſuitable to the divers Actions, Uſes, Motions, 
or Progreſſions of every diſtinct Kind, that they 
are all made in the greateſt Perfection, that 
there is nothing ſuperfluous or redundant in 
their Compoſition, that nothing can be added 
to their Parts or Compoſition, and nothin 
taken from auy of them, without great = 
manifeſt Inconyenience to the Animal, that 
their Mechaniſmis far above and ſuperior to all 
humane Wiſdom, that Mens beſt Maſter pieces 
are found and diſcover'd by Microſcopes to be 
very ſorry, rude, and bungling Performances, 
if compar'd in like manner with #atura/ Sub- 
jets; and laſtly, that the wz/er Men are, or 
the greater Artiſis they are in their Way, the 
more readily they concur in the Acknowledg- 
meat of theſe things, and generally become 
the more humble, the more they contemplate 
the wonderful Works of the Author of Na- 
ture. of 


G The 


42 Of Gob's Providence. 


The moſt natural Deduction, and Conſe- 
quence, from ſuch Thoughts, and Obſerva- 
tions, is to me a Certainty of God's Prov 
dence, over all his Creatures, and his parti- 
cular inſpection into the manifold Works that 
he has made with ſuch ſurpriſing Excellency 
and Wiſdom. Can we ſuppoſe that a Man, 
who by Strength of Genius, and uncommon 
Reach of Thought, had finiſhed and perfected 
ſome elaborate Fiece of Workmanſhip, ſhould 
ſoon forget his rate Performance, or ſhould 
neglect its Preſervation, or carcleſly expoſe 
it to all uncertain Hazards ? Is this likely to 
be the caſe of an induſtrious or ingenious Man? 
Whoſe Thoughts nevertheleſs may be diſcon- 
certed, diſordered, or overturned by an acci- 
dental Blow, by a Fright, or by a Debauch. 
And can we ſappoſe, that an a/mighty and 
unchangeable God, who has manifeſted his un- 
controulable Power, and his amazing Wiſdom, 
in his viſible Works, and in every thing that 
he has made, and whoſe Mercy is over all his 
Works, ſhould be leſs vigilant and careful of 
the Creatures that he has made with fo much 
Skill, and Vi ſdom, and admirable Curioſity, 
than one of his own Creatures commonly is of 
his more imperfe&t T and can 
we think ſo meanly of him, whoſe infinite 
Majeſty muſt needs have an innumerable Hoſt 
of Angels, to attend and fulfil his Good plea- 
ſure, and to become Tutelary, not only to 
Infants and little Children, who can ono 

ight 
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ſlight, or very imperfect Ideas of his Majeſty» 
but alſo much more to Mes and omen, who 
put away childiſh Thoughts and Thzngs, and 
do think, or ought to think of things aboye 
with Reverence, Humility, and Aſſiduity; 
who have before them not only the Com- 
mandments of God, written at firſt by the Fin- 
ger of God, and delivered to the V aelztes, 
with Thundrings and Lightnings, and the 
Noiſe of a Trumpet, and with the Smoaking 
of Mount Sinah, that the People might never 
forget the Solemnity of their Delivery; but 
alſo have now in their Hands, or ovght to 
have, the Goſpels and other Sacred Writings, 
inſpired by the Spirit of God: Where we are 
taught our Duty more fully, plainly, and ef- 
fectually, than ever was taught before, by the 
wiſeſt and moſt ſubtile Philoſophers; where 
we are taught to avoid Anxiety and Solicitude 
for Food and Raiment, as the Gentiles or 
Heathen were ſolicitous, and Worldings (till 
are; becauſe God's Providence does certainly 
— and over-rule all humane Affairs, and 
ecauſe our heavenly Father, who is pleas'd 
to provide for, and feed the Fowls of the Air, 
and all inferior living Creatures, we may be 
ſure does more eſpecially preſide over, and 
take care of all Mankind, (who have a great 
Pre-eminence to Fowls and Beaſts, and have 
the Honour to be made in the Image of God, 
an Honour not expreſſed of the Angels them- 
G 2 ſelyes) 
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ſelves) to ſupply what is wanting, or neceſſh- 
ry for their Subſiſtence. 
And there is another Conſideration, or Diſ- 
covery from the Goſpel, which to me is very 
- momentous, and Which J believe is not ſo 
much taken notice of generally, as it ought, 
in Reſpect to the univerſal Providence of God, 
- over all humane Actions. Ir is, that there js 
nothing done by Men privately, tho' never fo 
much in fecret, or with the ſtricteſt Caution, 
but ſhall be manifeſted, or made known, 4. 
broad in the Eye of the World; and nothing 
hid, but ſhall be expoſed in publich, as in 
Matt. x. 26. and repeated by two other E- 
vangeliſis, that the Truth of it might not be 
doubted of. And therefore Solomon the Miſe, i 
who ſaw into Nature very far, adviſes Men 
to have a care of Heating Evil of Princes 
(who, it ſeems, have long Ears as well as 
ſtrong Hands) be it never ſo /ecretly, becauſe 
ſome Canary Bird of the Air will carry the 
Voice, and that which has Wings will iwiftly i 
tell the Matter. 2 
And if it be fo, that the private Whiſpers 
of indiſcreet, froward, or perverſe Men, 
come to be known fo eaſily unto their Ad- 
verſaries, how ought prudent Men to govern 
and bridle their Tongues? And if the Actions 
of Princes, Noblemen, and others, tho' con- 
cealed never ſo carefully, do ſo frequently 
come to be expoſed, by Means of either the 
Confident waiting Woman, or Valet, inſomuch 
7 | that 
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that the Secrets quickly fly abroad, in Me- 


moirs, or Secret Hiſtories, under borrowed 
Names, but with a Key to particular Friends, 
or with ſuch Characters, as eaſily make them 
known to the Inquiſitive, and the Buiſy- Bo- 
dies; how ought the great as well as little De- 
linquents, if they have any Value for their 
Reputation, or Popularity, in the fight of 
Men, to be afraid of doing vile and ſcanda- 
lous Aciions, at any Times, or in any Place, 
tho' never ſo private, or little to be ſu- 
ſpected? | 

Now to prove a thing moſt obvious, and 
moſt ſenſible to all good Men, or to prove 
God's univerſal Providence over all Mankind, 
I will not uſe vain, and ſuperfluous, or nice, 
and learned Arguments; no more than I 
would attempt to prove that the un ſhines in 
the Summer, or uo is white in the Winter 
Seaſon, But I will appeal to the Conference 
and Experience of all Men, but eſpecially of 
the Wiſe, Sober, and Diſcerning, whether 
their Reaſon and Obſervation, their Judgment 
and Underſtanding do not univerſally teſtify 
and confirm this Truth. I know that Liber- 
tines, Whilſt they wallow in their bewitch- 
ing, but unſatisfactory Pleaſures, and heed- 
leis young Wretches, who give themſelves 
over to /centious Courſes, until they are ta- 
ken in a Snare, and deliver'd over to Juſtice, 
or to the Executioner, do all they can to ſtifle 
the Girds of their Conſtzences, by Exceſſes, 
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or Diverſions of all Kinds; but I appeal to the 
Conſtiences of all Men, both Good and Bad, 
the Senſible and Inſenſible, the Honeſt and the 
Reprobate, whether in imminent, or impend- 
ing Dangers of Death, or even the adyenti- 
tious Arrival of great Calamzties, their Con 
ſciences do not then awaken, and prompt them 
quickly to caſt their Eyes upwards, and ſi- 
lently or audibly to implore God's Providence, 
Mercy, and Protection. 

And therefore the Providence of God over 
the World muſt be taken for granted, as unque- 
ſtionably plain and certain; fince all Mens 
Con ſciences do witneſs and acknowledge it, 
on the moſt ſolemn and ſerious Occafions. 

But the Diſtributions of Providence do 
puzzle and perplex the Thoughts of many wor: 
thy Perſons, both Chriſtians and Philoſophers 
of old, and often the Divines as well as the 
Laity, the Serious as well as the Shatter- 
brain'd. They cannot conceive or account, 
if all things on Earth be under the Direction 
of Providence, how it ſhould come to pals, 
that the Wicked flouriſh, get and enjoy great 
Eſtates and Honours, make mighty Figures, 
and often ſway conſiderable Scepters, whilſt 
the Good and Virtuous are in low Circum- 
ſtances, are often oppreſſed and wronged by 
the Powerful, and fall into great Misfortunes. 
But I would ask, can they account, why our 
Saviour, our Lord and God, when he condel- 


cended to come down from Heaven, and to 
dwell 
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dwell among us, did chuſe ſo low a State of 
Humility, in his Birth, his Fortune, and in 
his Attendance, or why the News, or good 
Tidings of great Joy, thould be communicat- 
ed to poor Shepherds keeping watch over 
their Flock by Night, rather than to Herod 
the King, or to the High Prieſt or Sanhedrim, 
or to the Scribes and Phariſees, who then ex- 
peed News of the coming of the Meſſiah : 
And this News, or Declaration of it by an 
Angel was accompanied by a Mmultitude 0 
the Heavenly Hoſt, ſinging Praiſes to God, 
and the Glory of the Lord ſhining round a- 
bout thoſe Shepherds. If I ſhould preſume 
to gueſs at the Reaſon of ſo extraordinary a 
Condeſcenſion, I ſhould think, that the great 
and glittering Pageantry of this World 
is of little Eſteem in the fight of God; 
that moderate Circumſtances are more like- 
ly to produce Virtue and Integrity, than 
an over-great Abundance, which is uſually . 
attended with Snares, and Dangers, and Temp- 
tations of divers Kinds; that the Pomps and 
$ Vanities of the World are a deceprio wiſts, 
and ſeen more into by the #z/e, than by the 
Great ; that he that fees the Hearts is better 
able to judge of Men, than he thar only ſees 
the Out ſide, too often hypocritical; and he 
that made the World, and hath given all Men 
their different Stations in it, is more like! 
to know who were worthy to be his Follow- 
ers and Attendants, than can —— 
| the 
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the Vain, and the Proud. And therefore St. John 
the Baptiſt, the Forerunner of our Saviour, 
when he ſaw the great Men among the Zews, 
the Sadducees, or rich Libertines, and the hy- 
„ Phariſees, come to his Bapti ſin, 
he accoſted them with a very ſharp Reprehen- 
ſion: O Generation of Vipers, who hath 
warned you to fly from the Wrath to come? 

Again, I cannot think that the Flouriſh, 
which wicked and unjuſt Men, tho' never ſo 
great, do uſually make, for ſome little time, 
does deſerve to be envied: Their Glory and 
Greatneſs ſoon vaniſh like S-zoke; their E. 
ſtates ſoon moulder and corrupt, and fly abour, 
like Feathers in the Air, from Heir to Heir, 
and their Memories ſoon periſh; as I have 
my ſelf obſerved in many Inſtances. They 
have great Allays with their Acceſſions, and 
their Splendors; they have themſelves guilty 
Minds, tormenting Cares, and their Conſci- 
ences full of Diſſatisfaction and Inquierudes, 
And this has been experienced by the nobleſt, 
orcateſt, and moſt famous Conquerors and 
Bloodſhedders, as well as by barbarous and 
inhumane Tyrants. To touch upon two or 
three Inſtances; the great and famous Julius 
Cæ ſar, after he had bravely fought no leſs 
than fifty pitch'd Battles, and ſpilt the Blood 
of above a million of Men, and after he had 
ſatiated his Ambition, with routing all his E- 
nemies, with deſtroying the Liberties of his 
Countrey, and ſettling the ſupreme, abſolute 
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Power upon his own Head, had no inward 
Satisfaction, and Tranquillity, and was full of 
Inquierudes, and therefore tried all he could to 
allay the Terrors and Vexations of his Mind 
with continual Sacrifices and Exprations , 
with conſulting Augurs and Southſayers, and 
leaning on the vain Helps, and Reeds of J#- 
er until on the 1des of March he was 
barbarouſly and inhumanly butcher'd, or him- 
ſelf /acrificed in the Senate-Houſe. And ſo 
Alexander the Great, after that he had mad- 
ly over-run all Aſia, like a wild Tyger, after 
he had ruined Darius, and overturned the 
Perſian great Empire, after he had ſwoln him- 
ſelf up, ready to burſt with Vain. glory, and 
in his unruly Fits had deſtroyed many of his 
Friends, as well as good Caliſibenes, for gi- 
ving him good Advice; after he had rambled 
with his Army over the Indus, and had al- 
moſt reached the Ganges, in purſuit of vain 
and endleſs Conqueſts, and ar laſt ſadly la- 
mented that there were no more Worlds, or 
Kingdoms for him to conquer ; what Comfort, 
or content of Mind did he obtain, after all his 
vain and bloody Exploits, after all his Fa- 
tigues, Diſtreſſes, and continual Hurly-bur- 
lies? He return'd back with one quarter of 
the great Army he carried with him on theſe 
notable Adventures, hereturn'd like a drunken 
Madman, and took Bacchus, of all the Poe- 
tical Gods for his Imitation, and drank away, 
or ſtupified, or fired his Reaſon, with daily 
Exceſſes, or Drenches of Wine, as many uu- 
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fortunate Gentlemen ſtill do, until in the three 
and thirtieth Vear of his Age, aſter many Her- 
culean Labours or Bacchanalian Revelings, 
to conclude all his Vain Glory, in a gay Fro- 
lick called for the Herculean Cup, holdin 
ſix Quarts of Wine, and after divers prece 
ing Healths, drank it twice off to his Noble 
Gueſts, before he fell down, or knock'd him- 
ſelf down, into that terrible Fever, of which 
he died. 

After theſe illuſtrious, and moſt celebrated of 
the ancient Heroes that are recorded in Story, 
who had eminent Virtues join'd with their De- 
fects, I will not ſtain their Memories with join- 
ing the Mention of monſtrous Tyrants; ſuch as 
the crafty and bloody Herod, or the molt profli- 
gate Parricide, Homicide, and Incendiary, Ne- 
ro. Such as theſe, or the like Offenders, do al- 
ways carry about them their own Tormentors, 
or do Nocte dieque ſuum geſtare in pectore Te- 

flem: or their own Conſciences do continual- 
ly torment them, Day and Night. 

The Ways of Providence, tho' far above 
our Comprehenſion, yet we may be ſure they 
are moſt 7uſt, and moſt fitting for all Men. 
For can a Man of common Senſe, that thinks at 
all, poſſibly imagine, that the Judge of all the 
Earth will not do right? Or that infinite ii 
dom will not do what is beft and moſt proper? 
We have but little Knowledge of our ſelves, 
much leſs of others. We are apt to be very 
partial to our beloved ſelves, and would 
carye to others more indifferently than 

we 
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we ſhould. If we were to judge, and diſtri- 
bute, we would all be Great, and moſt would 
chuſe ro be Greater than all others. And 
it would be a fine World, rarely well go- 
vern'd, if we were all to chuſe and carve for 
our ſelves. We ſhould then be all Maſters, 
and no Servants, we ſhould be all for Com- 
manding, and none to Obey. A rare Diſci- 
pline, and excellent Order, without Subordi- 
nation! Therefore no doubt, things are much 
the beſt for the Courſe of the World, as they 
are eſtabliſhed, and God has ordered them. 
Our Faculties are very weak and deſpicable, 
unleſs he is pleaſed to ſtrengthen them; we 
cannot naturally alter, or make one Hair of 
our Head white or black, our Eyes are dim, 
and our Ears dull, in ſeeing or hearing Spiritual 
Things, but they are quick enough and clear 
in diſcerning what makes for our Temporal Iu- 
tereſt, And in order to prove the general 
Weakneſs, the Imperfections, and the Infuf- 
ficiency of humane Performances in ſpiritual 
Duties, notwithſtanding their Acquirements 
of Knowledge, I appeal to moſt Mens Exami- 
nation of themſelves, to determine how few 
Mortals can ſay the Lord's Prayer, that ſhort 
but excellent Summary, with ſtrict Attention 
to the Petitions, and to the great Perſon to 
whom they ſpeak, without any wandriog or 
deviation of Mind. And this Conſideration, 
has made me ſometimes reflect on the Wiſdom 
of our Church Goyernors, for furniſhing the 
0 „ Publick 
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Publick Service with ſo many ſhort but very 
excellent Collects, rather than one continued 
Addreſs, often tireſome and tedious, and mea- 
ſured formerly by the Hour-glaſs. 

And ſince humane Knowledge, and Power, 
and Abilities, are really ſo little, and ſo un- 
capable to judge aright of the Diſpenſations of 
Providence, let us rather conſult the Divine 
Oracles, which are infallibly true, than reſt 
or lean on our own weak Underſtanding, which 
are deceitſul Guides, without Divine Aſſi- 
ſtance. The Holy Scriptures were not writ- 
ten for our Diverſion, or our Curioſity, or to 
paſs away the Time, but for our ſerious In- 
ſtruction, and Benefit. They were not in- 
tended to work Miracles on the Hearts of the 
Proud, the Diſſolute, the Great and Ambi- 
tious, who ſer their Aﬀettions on things 
here below, nor to open the Eyes of thoſe 
who will not ſee, or the Ears of thoſe who 
will not hear. But they were written to in- 
ſtrut and be beneficial to the Humble and 
Meek, to the Kind, and Loving, and Peace- 
able, to the People in general, ſuch as the 
Multitudes, who followed our Saviour early 
and late, and preſſed upon him, to hear the 
Word, and to be healed of their Infirmi- 
tles. | : | 
Other Books are often an Amuſement or 
Entertainment to the Reader, as well as ſome 
very uſeful for Inſtruction, and for Improve- 
ment in the liberal Arts and Sciences. But how 
r | | many 
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many thouſand Loads of Rubbiſh do we meet 
with, full of uſeleſs Speculations, vain Ima- 
ginations, needleſs Diſputations, Jocularity, 
and Buffoonry; much fitter to be 2 
in the Ovens of Rome, and Alexandria, than 
to waſte Mens time, and be treaſur d up in 
Libraries! Whereas the Holy Bible is all ſe · 
rious, aweful and tremendous, from the Be- 
ginning to the End, nothing ſlight and vain, 

ut all grave and important. Other Authors 
have a Peculiarity in their Style, Idiom, Spi- 
rit and Genius, but the Sacred Writers have 
a particular Uniformity and Simplicity, dif 
ferent from all others, and ſeem to be written 
mainly by one and the ſame Author, or ra- 
ther aſſiſted by one and rhe ſame Holy Spirit, 
tho' in the Prophets there may appear ſome 
Diſſimilitude in the Loftineſs, or not Lofti- 
neſs of Expreſſion. If any thing will pierce 
a hard and obdurate Heart, and make it ten- 
der, it is the Scriptures. If any thing will 
effect in us the Fear of God, which driveth 
away Sins, if any thing can illuminate us 
with his continual Preſence before us, it is 
the Scriptures. If any thing can rouſe up 
humane Stupidity, and cauſe a Faith that 
ſhall ſee clearly into the inviſible things of 
God, and ſuch a Faith as without which 
it is impoſſible to pleaſe God, t muſt be the 
Scriptures, before all our Reaſoning, Argu- 
mentation, or Demonſtration. 
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And that Faith in God, or the Belief of his 
Exiſtence, and that he was the Maker » 
Heaven and Earth, and is the uncontroul- 
able Governor of all things in them, muſt be 
abſolutely neceſſary to pleaſe him, and that 
we mult ſhew the Effect of this Faith within 
us, by its Influence on our Lives and Actions, 
whilſt we live in this World of Wonders, I 
defire but a little Attention to the following 
Reflection. Suppoſe ſome noble, great, and 
good Lord ſhould here have Compaſſion on 
1ome deſtitute naked Children, forſaken of 
Parents, expoſed to Chance, and unprovided 
of Friends, and this good Lord ſhould by Or- 
ders to his Servants take great care of the 
Preſervation and Suſtenance of theſe deſo- 
late Creatures; and ſuppoſe theſe forlorn Per- 
ſons, after they had come to Vears of Matu- 
rity and Underſtanding, and after a good and 
liberal Education, for their Improvement, 
ſhould then, becauſe they had not ſeen in Per- 
ſon their noble Lord and Benefactor, doubt 
of his Exiſtence, and whether they ever had 
any ſuch Bene factor, and ſhould think that 
all the Proviſion and Accommodation they 
had ſo long received and enjoyed, was all ow- 
ing to Chance; and ſuppoſe they ſhould then 
only converſe with declared Enemies to their 
noble Lord, turn Enemies to him themſelves, 
inſtead of ſhewing their Gratitude for all the 
Benefits they had receiv'd ; can we poſſibly 
think, that ſuch vile Wretches, ſuch a barba- 
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rous Treatment ſhould ever be acceptable, and 
pleaſe a great and generous Benefactor? Can 
we think that he will nor 12 and deſtroy 
ſuch ungrateful Miſcreants? And can we think 
that the great God, tho he be full of Com- 
paſſion and Mercy, and as whoſe Majeſty ir, 
fo rs his Mercy, tho he be long-ſuffering and 
very pitiful; can we think it paſſible that we 
could p/eaſe him by any outward Perform- 
ances, or Forbearances, if after all the ſignal 
Manifeſtations of himſelf, and the mighty Ope- 
rations of his Wi ſdom in all things that he has 
made, if after all the kind Proviſion he has 
made for our Suſtenance, ſuitable to our Birth, 
our Induſtry, and our Demeanour; we ſhould 
be ſo ſtupid, conceited, or refractory, as not 
to have Faith in him, not to believe in the 
great Creator of all things, the almighty Ma- 
ker of this World of Wonders ? 

But to return to the Holy Scriptures, who 
can read without Emotion the *Penratench, 
and therein the majeſtick Deſcription of the 
Creation of the World, the amazing Judg- 
ments of God on the Egyptians, the miracu- 
lous Deliverances of the Children of 7/7ael, 
their Paſſage over the Red-Sea into the Wil- 
derneſs, their ſupernatural Suſtenance there 
for forty Years with Manna and Quaile, and 
their ſupply of a River of Water, runnin 

out of a hard Rock, (the moſt unlikely Place 
of any, from whence to expect a great ſup- 
ply of Water) and conſtantly following them, 
: IG whithcre 
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whitherſoever the Pillar of Cloud conducted 
them? If a Man has any Curioſity to know the 
Tranſactions of ancient Times, he will there 
meet with the moſt early Antiquities, and 
not deduced from Coins, Medals, and Inſcrip. 
tions, but taught by Divine Inſpiration; a 
ſummary Account of the firſt remarkable Men 
that ever 'liv'd, their punctual Genealog 
without Interruption, down to our Saviour 
birth, and ſuch things as are not attempted to 
be diſcoyer'd by pom and fabulous Wri. 
ters. And he will there find Laws, and the 
ten Commandments deliver'd with the great. 
eſt Solemnity, Grandeur, and Terror, that 
ever was known, and of ſuch Obligation, that 
they were order'd 2% lay them up in their 
Hearts, and in their Souls, and bind the 
Words for a Sign upon thein Hands, and to 
be as Frontlets between their Eyes: And 
they were to teach them to their Children, 
ſpeaking of them when they ſate in their 
ouſe, when they walked by the Way, when 
they lay down, and when they roſe up: And 
they were to write them upon the Door-poſts 
of their Houſe, and upon their Gates. 
And who can read, in the other Scri- 
tures, Without Tears of Joy, that wonderful 
Relation of David, a Youth, and ruddy, and 
of a fair Countenance, who came from feed. 
ing his Father's Sheep at Bethlehem, of his 
ſaying the great Champion of the Phz/3/tins, 


Goliah of Gath ; with only @ Sling and 4 
Stone ? 
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Stone? Who can, without Amazement, read 


the Hiſtories of Elijab, and Eliſba? Or who, 


without Reverence, and the deepeſt Concern, 
can read of the three Children in the fiery 
Furnace, or of Daniel in the Lyons Den, 
and of their miraculous Deliverances ? But e- 
ſpecially in the Scriptures throughout, the 
will meet with God's Prom:/es of Happinels, 
and Peace, and Proſperity to the Good and 
Virtuous, and Misfortunes and Puniſhments 
to the Wicked, in this tranſitory Life ; and 
alſo in the New Teſtament great and unſpeak- 
able wards and Puniſbhments in the World 
to come, according as they have done Good, 
or done Evil, in this Life. ; 

I can venture to ſay, tho' we have many 
other Books excellent in their Kind, and well 
accommodated for Inſtruction and Piety, that 
there is no Book extant, nor ever will be, 
like the Bible, to promote real Religion, to 
make Men truly honeſt and virtuous, to 
ſtrengthen their Faith, to invigorate their 
Hope, and to enlarge their Charity; to make 
Men contented in their Condition, to give 
them ſolid Comfort, and a chearful Mind, 
and to teach them to acquieſce in the 7. 
Diſpenſations of Providence, and to perceive 
the Equity, the Goodneſs, and the Juſtice of 
all his Proceedings with Men, high and low, 
rich and poor, in all Places, and at all Times, 
Our Saviour himſelf” has taught us to avoid 
all. vain Solicitudes, and to ſeek firſt the 
ES | 2 Kingdom 
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Kingdom of God, the true Riches, aud to 
endeavour after his Righteouſneſs, and al 
theſe Temporal things ſhall be added unto 
US. | 


Io cite a little out of that abundant and 
never-failing Treaſury, let Men conſider and 
read often Pſalm xxxvii. and therein obſerve 
what David ſays, I have been Toung , and 
now am Old, and yet ſaw J never the 
Righteous forſaken, nor his Seed begging 
their Bread. 

Proſperity and Adverſity, Life and 
Death, Poverty and Riches, con of the 
Lord. All Mens Works are as the Sun be- 
fore him, and his Eyes are continually upon 
their Ways. | | 

Promotion cometh neither from the Eafl, 
zor from the Weſt, nor yet from the South, 
And why? God is the Judge: he putteth down 
one, and ſetteth up another. 

As his Ways are plain unto the Holy, | 
oy they ſtumbling Blocks unto the Mic. 
ked. | 

For the Good are good things created from 
the Beginning; ſo evil things for Sinners. 

God knows all the Fouls upon the Moun- 
tains, and the wild Beaſts of the Field art 
an his Sight. And our heavenly Father feed. 
eth them. 

Are not two Sparrows ſold for a Farthing? 
And one of them ſhall not fall on the —— 
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without your Father. But the very Hair: 
bf your Head are all numbred. Fear ye not 
therefore, ye are of more Value than many 
Sparrows. | 

And therefore David properly ſays, the 
Wicked blaſpheme God, or ſpeak reproachful. 
ly and corrumeliouſly of him; whilft they /ay 
in their Heart, Tuſh, thou God careſi not 
for it, thou doſt not mind or obſerve their 
Wickedneſs. 

Tis needleſs at preſent to quote more of 
the remarkable Paſſages which to this Purpoſe 
lye ſcattered throughout the Holy Scriptures, 
tho' under the Theocra/y, or during the Time 
of the Judges (which laſted above 450 Years, 
before they rejected God's Government, and 
choſe a King to reign over them) whilſt they 
fell into Idolatry and Wickedneſs, God gave 
them over to the Philiſtins, and other 
Neighbours, to be enſlaved by them, and up- 
on their Repentance; and Crying to the Lord, 
God raiſed them up a Deliverer, to free them 
from their Bondage, until they relapſed into 
their former Impieties. God's national Pro- 
vidence was then as evident and ſenſible, as 
his univer ſal and particular Providence is, 
or ought to be maniteſt unto all Chrz/trans, who 
are ſtill plainly under a T heocraſy (our Saviour 
| himſelf being the Head of the Church) and de- 
clared ſo under its firſt Settlement by abun- 
dance of prodigious Miracles, and continued 


and confirmed ever ſinee by great Numbers of 
12 extraordinary 
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extraordinary Events, plainly viſible, and ob- 
ſerved, and acknowledged by the Good and 
Serious, who can ſee without Prejudice, but 
not ſo plain and diſcernible by the looſer Part 
of Mankind, by the Profane and the Scoffer, 
who walk in Darkneſs, and cannot ſee the 
Light, who will not read Moſes and the 
Prophets, nor the Goſpels, and other ſacred 
Writings, and who therefore will not, or 
would not, be perſuaded to alter their Courſe 
of Life, tho' one roſe from the Dead, for 
their Conviction. 

There are two things, which I have often 
reflected on, with great Admiration, and 
both in relation to the Ways of God 
with Mankind; and I doubt not but they 
are beſt for us as they are adminiſtred by his 
Wiſdom, rather than if they were ordered to 
gratify our Curioſity, or to pleaſe our Deſires, 
or to work our Conviction, The firſt is in 
Reſpect to the other World, or our future 
State in it; that all Mankind, learned and 
unlearned, both good and bad, from Age to 
to Age, ſhould always remain in a State of 
profound Ignorance, as to the Nature of it, the 
Manner and Conſtitation of the Happineſs of 
the Bleſſed, their mutual Entertainment, Pro- 
vinces, and ſublime Occupations, their Diver- 
ſity and ſubordination of Dignity in their com- 
pleat Happineſs, as one Star exceeds another 
Star in Glory; their Locality and Reſidence, 

and their illuſtrious Habitations in the New 
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eruſalem ; their converſe and un/Zeakable 
ords, which it 1s not lawful to utter or to 
imitate ; and laſtly their Form, Magnitude, or 
Dimenſions, not their Littleneſs, or Imperc 
tibility, drawn ſtrangely in Miniature by the 
ſubtile Schoo/men, when they maintain that 


a Needle, which ſome ſay is a very needleſ5 
Point. All theſe things, and many more, of 
the like Celeſtial Nature and Importance, are 
hid from mortal Men, as being above their 
Capacity and Comprehenſion, and I believe 
will be always hid to future — un- 
to the End of the World, notwithſtanding the 
many Revelations God was pleaſed to make 
to Mankind, by the Prophets, by the Meſ- 
ſiah, and by his Apoſtles; notwithſtanding 
Mens converſe with Angels in former Times, 
and ſometimes in Dreams, notwithſtandi 
the frequent [»/Þ:ration of holy Men former- 
ly, notwithſtanding their Viſions, Ecſtacies, 
Illuminations, and ſometimes Apparitions 
from the Dead, on great Occaſions. 

I doubt not but there are many great and 
weighty Reaſons, out of or above our Reach 
and Comprehenſion, why it has pleas d the 
great Governor and Maker of the World, to 
conceal, ſo much as he has done, from mor- 
tal Men, at the preſent, the Knowledge of 
heavenlyThings, any otherwiſe than they are 
revealed in the holy Scriptures. But it is ob- 
vious to conſider, that if ſuch things had been 

£ more 
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more clearly manifeſted to Mankind, by An- 
gels, by the Meſſiah, or by the Prophets, or 
Apoſtles, there would have been much leſs 
Merit, or Excellency, or Praiſe, than now 
there is, to the Faith of Chriſtians, upon 
which there is ſo much Streſs and Importance 
laid in the Scriptures. How was the Faith 
of Abraham in old Time, imputed to him for 
Righteouſneſs! And how will the ant of 
Faith be much more imputed to Chriſtians 
for Unrighteouſneſs! to thoſe, I ſay, who 
had the Promiſes fulfilled, that were made to 
Abraham long before they took Effect, and 
and were firmly believed by him, at that great 
Diſtance of Time, for an Example and En- 
couragement of Faith and Obeazence, to fu- 
ture Times. Beſides, if there had been any 
clearer and more evident Manifeſtations of 
heavenly Things, than are laid down to us in 
his Word and Yorks, how would the perfect 
Freedom of Man's Will to Faith or Infideli- 
ty, have been abridged, or removed, and Senſe, 
and Seeing have taken Place inſtead of Faith, 
the only Perception now of the inviſible 
things of God ! | 
And as we are, and are like to remain, ig- 
norant of things above us, and out of our 
Sphere, as poſſibly being uncapable of con- 
ceiving or comprehending what cannot fall 
under the Cognizance of our Jen/es, and weak 
Faculties; ſo likewiſe the Spirit of God has 
thought fit that we ſhould remain in a great 
| meaſure 
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meaſure ignorant of the Tranſactions and E- 
vents of future Times, and therefore has ge- 
nerally communicated the Knowledge of fu- 
ture things, by Revelation and Prophecy, in 
Emblems, Allegories, and obſcure Rrepreſen- 
tations. For, it Men were permitted to know 
plainly Futurities in this Life, great and ma- 
nifeſt Inconyeniencies would certainly enſue 
from it; ill Men would oſten make a very ill Uſe 
of that Knowledge; if Misfortunes were to 
happen, Melancholy and Deſpondency would 
imbitter Mens Lives before - hand, whereas it 
is time enough to be troubled, when Troubles 
do arrive, and Troubles need not be doubled 
unneceſſarily, Fa Man is born to Trouble, 
as the we fly upwards. But if Men 
were ſuffered to know before-hand the Ad- 
vantages and Proſperities, the Wealth and 
Greatneſs which ſometimes happen, how /ecure 
would they then be, and negligent oftheir Du- 
ty, how puft up and ſwoln with Pride! So 
that 'tis certain, the World is much better 
oovern'd, in the manner that God's Provi- 
dence has order'd it, than it would be if con- 
ducted by humane Arts, Contrivances, or Pro- 
jeas. 

All Men have a natural Freedom to chuſe 
Good or Evil, to take to good or bad Courſes 
during their Lives; or otherwiſe I cannat 
conceive how they can be entitled to Rewards, 
which are ſo frequently promz/ed to the Good, 
ar how they can be ſubject to, and righteouſſy 

. deſerve 
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deſerve ſuch ſeyere and bitter Puniſhments, 
as are threatned to the Profligate and Wicked. 


Before Man is Life and Death, and whe- 
ther himſelf liketh ſhall be given him. Every 
Man is ſenſible, that he has the Power to do a 
a thing feaſible, or to forbear doing it, and 
few Mens Conſciences are ſo ſeared or hard- 
ned, but that when they' do an ill Thing, 
they know it is Evil. But Gain and Pleaſure 
have ſuch alluring Charms, that they cannot 
or will not reſiſt the fair Opportunity. Gain 
and Encreaſe, whether lawful or unlawful, 
without Stop or Meaſure, have commonly 
the Aſcendant with moſt Men, and they are 
as intent upon the multiplying their Stock, 
as if they were ſure to live to the Age of 
Methuſelah, altho' they have little or no Con- 
rent with their great Acquiſitions, and exor- 
bitant Gain. For the Wiſe Man hath told us 
from great Knowledge and Experience: He 
that loveth Silver, Fall never be ſatisfied 
with Silver, and he that loveth Abundance 
with Encreaſe. 

Plea ſure is the fatal Rock, againſt which 
more Men caſt themſelves, and are ruined, than 
die by the Sword in the moſt bloody and de- 
ſtructive Wars. It is an univerſal Plague, 
that deſtroys Men, and often Families with 
them, not indeed ſo ſuddenly, as other Plagues 
uſe to do, but for the moſt part inſenſibly, and 
by Degrees, as ſome Poi ſons, whether Ia. 


lian, or Indian, are commonly ſaid to 8 
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And I do believe that vaſt Numbers of Man- 
kind, more than can be imagined, deſtroy their 
Conſtitution; and their Health, and ſink them- 
ſelves untimely into their Grave, by indulg- 
0g imprudently unto P/eaſures of divers Kinds, 
where one ſingle Perſon, in a State of Maturity, 
dies a natural Death, or through ſome mani- 
feſt Fault, Defect, or Infirmity of Nature. 
The. delightful Wars. or Combats of Yenus 
are full as dangerous as thoſe. of Mars; and 
as mortal Bullets are often ſhot with hite 
Powder, that makes no noiſe, as with the 
black, that bounces aloud; and ſtrikes ſuch 
Terror. And ſo the over-plentiful Tables, 
and Bottles of the choiceſt ines, with other 
humming Liquors, in Clubs and Meetings, too 
much frequented, are as ſure and certain to do 
Execution, firſt or laſt, as the Gun, or the 
Sword, or the Halter, or any tremendous Ca- 
lamity. 1 8 

Now as to the Temporal Diſtributions of 
Providence to particular Men, we may be 
ſure they are u and proper, ſince they are 
diſpenſed by an all. ſceing and moſt righteous 
Judge; tho' we cannot ſee into the Reaſons 
of his Diſpenſations. We know our own 
ſetves, the wileſt of us, but very imperfect- 
ily; much leſs can we know the true State, 
the real Excellencies, or the real Blemiſhes 
of other Men. The Hypocrite takes great care 
of his outward Appearance, and is not eaſily 
ſeen into, and yet was deteſted beyond all Men, 
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by him, who ſaw into the Hearts of Men, and 
ſaw whatſoever was done and is done in Secret. 
Moſt Men, that have any Diſcernment, 
may and do obſerve, among their Neigh- 
bours and Acquaintance, that the 7uſt, and 
Good, and Virtuous, do thrive and proſper in 
their ſeveral Ways, and live in a reaſonable 
Plenty, whilſt the Wicked and Onzuſt, tho' 
they ſeem to flouriſh for a Time, yet their 
Scene quickly alters, and they ſoon fall into 
grievous Misfortunes. And Gentlemen may 
obſerve among the Great ones, that they 
which inherit great Eſtates, in caſe they be 
given to Luxury and Volaptuonſneſs, their 
mighty Incomes dwindle and diminiſh, and 
they are often ſubject to ant Supplies, they 
cannot pay their juſt Debts, and are often put 
to ſhameful Shifts to _— their neceſſary 
Extravagancies. And this being ſo common 
an Obſervation of all ſerious and ſober Men, 
throughout the World, in Town and Country, 
cannot be denied without manifeſt Abſurdity. 
For tho” here and there a ſingle Inſtance ma 
ſeem to confront and invalidate this Truth, 
yet we ſoon find that Inſtance it ſelf to fail and 
miſcarry, either in the Perſon ſo appearing, 
or in his Fortune, or Family. 

I can for my ſelf truly ſay (and my Know- 
oy of the World, and the Good and Evil in 
it, has not been very ſmall and inconſiderable) 
that I have had frequent Experience, or Mani- 
_ feſtations (without any Pretenſion to _ 
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ſtical Enthuſiaſm) of the particular Provi- 
dence of God, in the Courle of my Life, upon 
many ſenſible and remarkable Occaſions; and 
of his ſeaſonable and great Favours, of di- 
vers great Preſervations from impending and 
immediate Dangers, and this in ſeveral Iuſtan- 
ces, not ſo proper to mention, as plainſy and 
evidently, od convincingly to me, as if I 
had ſeen with my Eyes the very Hand of 
Providence, guiding, ordering and conducting 
thoſe ſeveral Particulars. 

And fince I have ſo boldly expreſs d my ſelf 
concerning the particular Providence of God, 
I will venture the Cenſure of Scoffers, and de- 
clare one particular bond fide, as in the Pre- 
fence of God, and the which I ſhall be ready 
to teſtify upon my ſolemn Oath, if properly 
required, or deſired. Andit is, that when I 
had no previous Thought, that I can remem- 
ber, of bcing the King's Phyſician, or of go- 
ing abroad with him, and whilſt I had never 
ſpoke one ſingle Word to any mortal Man, 
upon that Subject, I dreamed, towards the 
latter End of the Year 1692, that I ſa v the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury introduce me to 
the King and Queen, and I was made one 
of their Phyſicians. I immediately awaked 
my good Wife, then aſleep, to tell her my 
Dream. And in a few Days after, my Lord 
Archbiſhop did ſend for me, and propoſed 
that Honour to me, to wait upon the King 
into Flanders. And fo the aforeſaid Dream 
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was ſoon actually verified. I could alſo add, 
that the ſame Morning, before I roſe, I had 
another Dream, by which the Contingencies 
which happened to me at Court, were then 
obſcurely repreſented, and not underſtood ; 
but afterwards were clearly explained by the 
Events, and perceived to be the Mill of God, 
unto which all Men ought chearfully to ſub- 
mit, as what is beſt for them. And thus 06- 
ſecurely have Futurities, in former Times, 
been repreſented by Daniel, and the other 
Prophets, and were not well underſtood, un- 
til they were fulfilled. * 
And I can alſo ſay that I have obſeryed 
ſomething in this great and famous Town, 
having been a Houle-keeper in it forty- eight 
Years, in which time I can alſo thankſully ſay, 
that through the Bleſſing of God on my early 
and ſeaſonable Care, not one Servant of ei- 
ther Sex, ever died in my Family; I ſay that 
I have obſerved abundance of Inſtances to ve- 
rify the aforementioned Truth, and that God 
zs true in all his temporal Promiſes to Mau- 
kind, whitherſoever diſperſed, as he will like- 
wiſe prove certainly true in his eternal Pro- 
miſes to all true Believers... So that not only 
David, but many others may ſay with the 
like Aſſurance: I have been young, and now 
am old; and yet ſaw I never the: Righteous 
forſaken, nor his Seed begging their Bread. 
. 'Tis very hard, I will hot ſay impoſſible, 
to perſuade ſome Men, that Honeſty and 
| Truth, 
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Truth, are the ſureſt Way to thrive in the 
World, and that Colluſion, Lying, and Over- 
reaching others, tho' they may be Adyanta- 
geous and Gainful for the preſent, yet have 
fatal Effects in the Iſſue, and certainly tend 
to Ruin. And if the many Bankrupts which 
continually happen, could be brought to a ſin- 
cere Confeſſion, their own . would 
make them acknowledge this Truth, and that 
it was their own ill conduct, their Immorali- 
ties, and their falſe and uurighteous Dealings, 
which occaſioned their Misfortunes, not com- 
mon Calamities, want of Trade, or ſuch like 
Contingencies. Tis dreadful to think, and 
to obſerve, what Numbers do fail, after ma- 
king a fine Parade, to dazle the Eyes of Cu- 
ſtomers, by theſe vile and unfortunate Means. 
And. yet their Succeſſors will not take warn- 
ing by the Examples before them, but often 
tread in their Steps of Cheating, Lying, Luxu- 
ry and Intemperance, until they are plunged 
into Deſtruction, and fallen into the Hands of 
mercileſs Creators. +. | 

Ihe frequent Obſeryation, and Cognizance 
of thele unhapp Men; made a worthy Friend 
of mine, who had been many Years a Com- 
miſſioner of the Bankrupts, and who had 
three very handſome Daughters (to whom 
he left ſufficient Fortunes) on his Death- 
bed, or before, did charge- them very 
ſtrictly to be ſure never ro marry a Tradeſ- 
man. For he had ſeen ſo many of them 4 
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fail, and their Families thereby rendred very 
miſerable, that he was afraid of them all with- 
out Diſtinction. Tho'ꝰ tis certain that there 
ow as I may ſay, good heat as well as 
ares, in Cities and Shops, as there do the 
like in the Country, which conſiſts of barren, 
or ſtony, as well as fruitfal Ground. The 
fair Ladies, I know, followed their Father's 

Advice, and married proſperouſly. 
Tis to me very ſtrange and wonderful, that 
in a Chriſtian Country, and under the Influ- 
ence of the Reformation, where Bibles in the 
vulgar Tongue are ſo cheap and plentiful, and 
in which the Bleſſing of God is ſo frequently 
and univerſally promiſed to the Juſt and 
Nighteous, to good and virtuous and honeſt 
Men, ſuch Numbers do act and live, as if 
they did not believe one Syllable of the Go- 
ſpelt. They pity the poor Heathen, tho' much 
better Men, for being born out of the pale of 
the Church, as all in a State of miſerable Con- 
demnation; whereas they have much more 
reaſon to pity themſelves, as being in a worle, 
and much more dangerous Condition, for ha- 
ving the Light of the Goſpel, and yet walking 
in Darkneſs, for their knowing their Ma- 
fler's Will, and doing it not, and therefore 
have juſt reaſon to fear their being beaten with 
many Stripes, many more Stripes than the Ig- 
norant, and honeſter Feather. | 
There was a Book printed at London A.D. 
1705. by Downing, and fold near the Royal 
Exchange, 
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Exchange, called Pietas Hallenſis, or an hi- 
ſtorical Narration of the wonderful Footſteps 
of Divine Providence, in erecting, carryi 
on, and building the Orphan Houſe, at Glau- 
cha, near Hall in Saxony, within the Domi- 
nions of the King of Pruſſia, by the reverend 
Mr. Franck, Miniſter of Glaucha. 

The Author of it does 7ef{:fy pag. 4. in the 
Preſence of the living God, that not one falſe 
Mord has willingly and wittingly been ur- 
tered by him in the whole Diſcourſe. The 
Occaſion of this Foundation, or this moſt ſig- 
nal Effect of Divine Providence, began from 
a weekly Inſtruction that this good Man gave 
to the Poor, who flock'd to his Door for 
Bread once a Week, in the Vear 1694, and 
from the Effect of an A/ms-box, that he put up 
in the Parlour of his Houſe about the Begin- 
ning of the Vear 1695, into which Box the 
Value of eighteen Shillings and ſix Pence be- 
ing put by a certain Perſon, a quarter of a 
Year after its being put up, this Fund encou- 
raged him to maintain a CHarity- School. In 
the Summer of that Year 1695, Mr. Franck 
providentially received a Donation of 500 
Crowns from a Perſon of Quality, to be di- 
ſtributed among his Poor, as he ſhould think 
fir. And another Perſon of Quality ſent him 
the ſame Summer a 100 Crowns more. And 
theſe, and the like unforeſeen Sums did en- 
courage the good Man not only to teach poor 
Children, but to feed them, and maintain 

7 them 
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them, and often to encreaſe their Numbers; 
without any viſible Fund whatſoever for theit 
Support. Inſomuch that from the ſenſible Ex- 
perience he had of God's Providence, in con- 
ſtantly ſupplying him with Sums.of Money; 
or Stores, for maintaining his Poor, that 
charitably fed and taught, and from the ſea- 
ſonable Recruits he either daily or weekly re- 
ceived, ſometimes from known Perſons, but oft. 
ner from Perſons unknown, and often at great 
Diſtances, now and then ſome .100 Miles di- 
ſtance, when they were reduced to the utmoſt 
Extremity or Neceſlity , and they knew not 
how to provide a Meal for them more; then 
in that pinching Neceſſity, ſo ſoon as the good 
Man had retired into his Cloſer, and bein 
full of Faith had fervently prayed to the Gi. 
ver of all good Things, then in that nick of 
Time there arrived at his Door ſome great or 
convenient Supply in Money to defray what 
was wanting , and to provide for the Conti- 
nuation of this expenſive Charzty. I fay, 
theſe frequent Evidences of God's wonderful 
and particular Providence, made the good 
Mr. Franck, in ſtrength of his Faith pre- 
ſame or venture almoſt as much as removing 
Mountains, or to think of building without 
any viſible Fund, that noble Hoſpital, ot 
Orphan-Houſe, repreſented in a Cut at the 
Beginning of his Book, wherein were then 
maintained, fed, and taught, and there bred 

up no leſs than 393 Perſons, by the bleſng 
| an 
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and Aſitance. of God. Beſides, that the Num- 
ber of poor Students, and Children together 
in the Hoſpital, at that Time, was encreaſed 
to above 700; and the Students had their Di- 
et in the Hoſpital, being maintained out of 
the common Stock, which ſtill depends on 
God's Providence, without any ſettled Pro- 
kar» See the Preface to the Reader, pag. 
7, SC. | \Z 3» | 
And after this ſignal "Teſtimony of God's 
fatherly Goodneſs and Kindneſs to theſe 
Children, by Means of this pious and righteous 
Man, whole ſingle Prayers availed ſo much; 
can any Man, I ſay, in this Generation, 
doubt of God's diſtinguiſbiug Providence to 
good and bad, the innocent and the guilty ? 
Or can he think, that the heavenly Father 
of all Mankind, who has taught us all to call 
God our Father, and to eſteem our ſelves his 
Children, (an inconceivable honour for poor 


Mortals!) will not, or does not take a more 


than humane Care of his Children, and has 
not a greater Regard, even in this Life, for 
his good Children, who fear him, and truſt 
in him, and endeayour to p/ea/e him, than 
for the naughty, who neglect or deſpiſe, or at- 
front him all their Lives? 

Now, tho' I doubt not but many ſingle 
good Perſons may have been favoured with 
divers remarkable Evidences and Demonſtra- 
tions of God's particular Providence over 
them, in wonderful Preſervations from im- 
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minent Dangers, and by ſtrange and unexpec 
ted Sup lies in times r — Neceſſit * 
all good Men have not the Fortune, whether 
good or bad, to be born to great and wanton 
Eſtates, nor to abound too much in Superflui- 
ties: Tho', I ſay, I doubt not of private Per- 
ſons frequent and deep Senſe of God's un. 
derful Providence to them, in temporal and 
tranſitory Matters; yet I humbly conceive, 
that hardly ever was known, fince the glad 
Tidings of the Goſpel, ſuch _—_— and ſo 
notorious an Inſtance of God's anſwering a 
good Man's Prayers with ſo many Showers of 
on ey S ” , lo often, ſo ſeaſonably, 
and ſo ſignally repeated, as in this Caſe of 
oo Mr. Franck's whole Proceeding, for the 
enefit of his Poor, and his — 4 Erec- 
tion of this Hoſpital at Hall in Saxony, and 
his Maintenance of ſach Numbers there, for 
the laſting Honour of the Reformation. 

So that it may reaſonably be ſaid to hir 
Generation, Look at this —_— and ſee, as 
well as it was ſaid formerly by the wife and 
good Son of Sirach: Look at the Genera- 
tions of old, and ſee, did ever any truſt in 
the Lord, and was confounded? Or did any 
abide in his Fear, and was forſaken? Or 
whom did he ever deſpiſe, that called upon 
him, &c. 

Abour the ſame time that this noble Cha- 
rity prevailed in Germany, the ſame excel- 
leat Spirit roſe up here in England (to its 

Honour 
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Honour be it ſpoken) or in or about the Year 
1696. Then began our Charity Schools, for 
the Education and Inſtruction of poor Chil. 
dren of both Sexes, to teach them to read the 
Bible, to write a good Hand, and to fit them 
to be Apprentices, or to make them be- 
come good Servants. And the Number of 
thoſe Charity Children, ſo taught, and clothed 
every Year, by the yoluntary Contributions 
of well diſpoſed Perſons, in Town and Coun- 
trey, did quickly encreaſe to above 10000 
Children. And I do verily believe, that 
this noble Charity has not only covered a 
multitude of National Sins, but has been a 
reat Means, under Cod, of preſerving the 
Nation from ſuffering under ſome terrible 
Calamities wherewith it has, ſince that time, 
been threatned. 
And again, I cannot forbear mentioning, 
that in the ſame Year 1696, the noble Spirit 
of Charity exerted it ſelf, in a e 
manner, in the College of Phyſicians London, 
and inclined them to found the moſt benefi- 
cial Charity, that ever was attempted by any 
Hociety of Phyſicians, perhaps in the 
World. For above fifty of the worthy Mem- 
bers, whoſe Names are recorded before an in- 
genious Poem, called the Diſpen ſary, did 
readily ſubſcribe, and pay ten pounds a piece, 
to the founding a Diſpenſary, or Shop of 
Medicines in the College, wherein the Poor 


were ſupplied with excellent Medicines at the 
0 \ L 2 intrinſick 
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intrinſick Value, and where they had Advice 
from the Phyſiciaus gratis. This charitable 
Inſtitution continued with good Succels, from 
the time aforeſaid, until rowards the Begin- 
ning of the preſent Year 1726, at which time 
it expired, and had its Conclamatum, whether 
by the Loſs of many of the former Members 
of the College, as all Things and Perſons are 
{ubject to Mortality, or whether by the Vi- 
ciſſitude of humane Affairs, or whether to 
the better, or to the worſe, I will not too 
nicely enquire. But this I do believe, that if 
from one only Diſpenſary at the College, as 
firſt intended, they had not multiplied into 
other Parts of the Town and Suburbs (and I 
was always averſe to ſuch Multiplications) 
that there would not have riſen ſuch Jealouſy 
againſt them in general from a very numerous 
and conſiderable Body of Men, nor ſuch Of- 
fence taken by them, againſt that Charity. 
I know 'tis impoſſible for us to judge aright 
of God's Diſpenſations to particular Men, 
and why this or that particular Man, whom 
we by our Obſervation think to be a good 
Man, comes to ſuffer very great: Diſtreſſes 
in his Fortune, or great Afflictions in his 
Body, by terrible and painful Diſeaſes, or 
other grievous Calamities, by a froward, ill- 
natur'd, or wanton Wife, or by idle, difobe- 
dient, or riotous Children; and why ano- 
ther, whom we eſteem very — 
in his Capacity, in his Behaviour, and in his 
Morals, 
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Morals, comes to proſper, to be exalted, and 
to make a Figure in the World: Tho' I cannot 
help thinking, that the Shew of bad Men 
may or will ſoon be over, by the Actor's 
diſappearing, or by ſome other Interruption. 
The Fate, Allotment, or Aſſignations of par» 
ticular Perſons, is out of our Reach or Cog - 
niſance, and therefore we are ſtrictly forbid to | 
Judge, or cenſure others raſhly. But we are 
ſure, that he that knoweth the Hearts of all | | 
Men can do Right, and that the Judge of al} | 
the Earth will do Right to all. 
How many Men were miſtaken in their 
Judgment of a learned and eminent French 
Doctor at Paris, who lived in Affluence and 
in great Reputation, but at his Death or Bu- 
rial-gave a ſtrange Evidence, of his horrible 
Guilt? The French Records do acquaint us, 
that in the Year 1060, at the ſolemnizing the 
Funeral of the ſaid Doctor, when the Prieſt, 
in the Office, came to the Words, Re/ponde 
mihi, or Anſwer to me, the Corps fate upright 
in the Bier, and cried out with a hideous noiſe, 
J am accuſed by the guſt Judgment of God. 
Upon which, the Burial was deferr'd till the 
next Day. And when that Day the Prieſt 
came to tay the ſame Words, the Corps roſe 
up, and dolefully ſaid; I am gudged by the 
juſi Judgment of God. Upon which, the Fu- 
neral was adjorned to.the next Day. And then 
in a moſt numerous Concourſe to the Church, 
the Corps roſe up the third time, and 9 
„ ; 'Y 
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By the juſt Tudgment of God I am condemned. 
So 4 odeedga no farther, they denied 
him CBrifan Burial, and threw his Body 
on aDunghil. 1 FIR 

This dreadful Occurrence frightned St. Bru- 
no, another Doctor then at Paris, an Eye- 
witneſs of the Fact, into an Averſion to a ſe- 
cular Life and Converſation, as full of dan- 
gerous Temptations, and made him call his 
Scholats together the next Day, repreſenting 
What' great Hazards attended all converſe in 
the World; and ſo ſeven of them retreated 
afterwards with him into the Deſart of Car- 
thuſel in Dauphine, and he founded that ſe- 
vere; melancholick, and unſociable Order of 
the Carthuſrans. * | 
The faid wonderful Story is related more 
at large in a very curious, moſt excellent, and 
pious Book, written by the reverend, and 
now blefſed, Dr. Joſiah Woodward, and cal- 
led, Fair Warnings to a careleſs World, and 
very much conducing to the Cure of Infidelity; 
as containing the ſerious Sentiments of Philoſo- 

phers of old, and of mighty Emperors, Kings, 
Princes, and great Generals; Perſons of Qua- 
lity and Character; of States-men and great 
Scholars, concerning Religion and a future 
State: Together with a Collection of many 
extraordinary, if not miraculous Events, 
and many of them come to pals in the preſent 
Age, demonſtrating the Providence of God, 


and future Happineſs or Miſery. Fa 
8 0 
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To conclude, the Ways of Providence, or 
the ſublime Subject I have now treated on, I 


do readily acknowledge, are un/earchable, and 
paſt ng out, any farther than they are re- 


veal'd tous. And I am ſenſible, that humane 
Learning, tho' of never ſo great an Extent, 
will do very little towards a Comprehenſion 
of thoſe un ſearchable Ways of Providence, 
unleſs the Arguments do proceed from the 
Pen of an humble, a wiſe, and a gon Man. 
For I have read a ſcholaſtick Sermon on Pray- 
er, writ by a moſt eminent and learned B—p, 
and was not a little concern'd to find ſo lrcle 
done in it towards Zd:fication, and fo much 
to the Oſtentation of Learning. Inſomuch 
that I immediately ſaid, that he was a much 
better Preaching, than a Praying B—-p. 
And I have alſo read, till I was tired, a ſcho- 
laſtick Treatiſe on the Immortality of the 
Soul, writ by as eminent, and learned a D- n. 
But tho” the Subject was the moſt acceptable 
and delightſul, yet the ſcholaſtick Manage- 
ment of it, tho' adorn'd with great Elocution, 
could not pleaſe me, like a plain, and more 
— or pathetick Diſcourſe, according 
to the Simplicity of the Goſpel. 

I hope that I have in ſome meaſure proved, 
what I chiefly at firſt intended to maintain: 
That an indiſtiuct, promiſcuous, and indif- 
ferent Diſtribution of temporal Things to 
good and bad Men, is a falſe, uncomfort- 


able 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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able, and irreligious Doctrine. For tho' ac- 
cording to the Wiſdom of this World, the 
fame Event ſeems to happen unto all, yet 
moſt certainly there is found, and ought to 
be made a vaſt Difference between the Condi- 
tion, and Events of him that feareth an Oath, 
and him that feareth it not; and between 
him that feareth God, or has always rhe 
Fear of God before his Eyes, and him that 
feareth him nor. 
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SECTION IV. 


Containing an Application of the afore- 
ſaid Afſertion, io the Reverend the 
Clergy, the Worthy Citizens, and 
others of the Lany. 


INCE the Providence of God, both in 
general and in particular, does ſo evi- 
dently appear, throughout the holy Scrip- 
tures; and ſince the Conſcirnct of every 
Man, both good and bad, iti great and im- 
pending Dangers, does readily and inevitably 
atteſt ir; but eſpecially ſince that all wiſe and 
ſerious Perſons, who are the moſt likely of all 
to be competent Judges of this Truth, do all 
confirm and maintain it; and ſince nothing 
but Vice and Immotality do blind Mens Eyes 
in this Matter, and hinder their Perception; 
and ſince 'tis certain, that he Eyes of the 
Lord are bver the Righteous, and his Ears 
are open unto their Prayers: but the Face 
of the Lord is againſt them that do Evil; 
I would beg leave to addreſs my ſelf to the 
Clergy, whoſe Duty it is Ks and exhort, 
. | to 
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to preach the Word, to be inſtant, or earneſt, 
in Seaſon and out of Seaſon, to reprove, re- 
buke, and exhort, with all Long- ſuffering 
and Doctrine; avoiding profane and vain 
Bablings, and Op poſitions of Science, falſly ſo 
called. You, Gentlemen, whom we ought 
particularly to honour for your Function 
fake, have greater Opportunities of doi 

good by your Inſtructions, that thoſe of any 
other Calling; and you haye frequent Oppor- 
tunities of /owtng your good Seed. Therefore 
I will not preſume to inſtruct you in your 
Duty, no more than I would pretend to teach 
Hannibal, or the Duke of Marlborough, the 
Art of Var. But I would hint, or ſuggeſt 
to you, Gentlemen, on this Occaſion, a thing 
wherein have often obſerved you to bea little 
deficient, both in your Sermons, and ſome- 
times in common Converſation. You do well 
in putting us in Mind, what great and eter- 
nal Rewards will be given to good Men, not- 
withſtanding their Sufferings and Troubles 
undergone in this preſent Life, and future 
Rewards are generally your only Motive to 
incite Men to be Virtuous and Religious. 
Whereas if you were pleaſed to inculcate alſo 
temporal Rewards here to the Fuſt and Ho- 
eſt, and that God's temporal Bleſſings, Pro- 
ſperity, and a reaſonable Plenty, Peace and 
Happineſs, are concomitant to a good Life, 
to Integrity and Honeſty, your Admonitions 


would haye a greater Force, be much more 
perſuaſive, 
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perſuaſive, and convincing, and your Inſtruc- 
tions would make more durable and laſting 
Impreſſions on the Minds of your Audience, 
and would be a Subject of the whole Week's 
Meditation, and not ſo frequently be ſoon for- 
gotten, and come in at one Ear, and fly out 
preſently at the other Ear. I cannot but won- 
der what ſhould make you ſo diffident in this 
Doctrine, and that you will not, or neglect, to 
make uſe of this Topick, this Argumentum ad 
hominem, to perſuade Yorldings to uſe the beſt 
and ſureſt Means to thrive in the World, to 
become Juſt and Honeſt in all their Dealings, in 
order to proſper and promote their own em- 
poral Intereſt. Whether it be that ſome of 
you do commonly obſerve the great Prefer- 
ments and Dignities of the Church not to be 
diſtributed as you would have them; that 
they are often beſtowed on Perſons of leſs 
Merit than your % ,es and conſequent- 
ly you may think the Diſtribution of Tem- 
poralties is not made without great and juſt 
Exception, unleſs a very good Share were aſ- 
ſigned to your own Option. Or whether it 
be that with your Spiritual Gifts, and learned 
Acquiſitions, you do ſtill retain the Infirmities 
of other Gentlemen, as the late moſt excellent 
Biſhop of Ely, Dr. Fleetwood, did ingenuouſly 
acknowledge you do, in his Dioceſan Charge 
to hisClergy. But 'tis certain, and beyond all 
doubt, that if the reverend Order would more 


commonly, and more earneſtly and effectually 
| M 2. recommend 
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recommend to their Pariſhes, the Bleſſings of 
God in this World, and temporal Proſperity, 
to the Good and Virtuous, to the Juſt and Ho- 
neſt, and to Men of Veracity, they would 
gain many more Proſelytes to Religion, than 
ever they can do, with Worldlings, or with 
the Generality, by their fineſt Diſcourſes or 
elegant Deſcriptions of Paradiſe, the Joys of 
Heaven, and eternal Rewards; of all which 
they haye very groſs Conceptions, and do re- 
tain them in very ſlippery Memories. 
As to that great and mighty Body of Ci: 
t:zens, who peaceably ſupport the courſe of 
the World, and without whoſe Aſſiſtance we 
ſhould be deprived of moſt of the Conveni- 
encies of Life, they are fain to undergo an Ap- 
renticeſhip, in order to learn their ſeveral 
Arts, as Scholars muſt have their time of Ex- 
erciſe and Probation, in order to fir them 
for liberal Callings. What are the Myſterzes 
of the Trades they are bred to, I do not pre- 
tend to know, nor do I deſire to enquire. But 
I am very well ſatisfied, that Honeſty and 
Plain- dealing is theirs, and every Man's beſt 
Policy, and that they are moſt agreeable to 
the Simplicity of the Goſpel; that Cheating, 
Collufion, and Lying are the reverſe of Chri- 
ſtianity, and he that habituates himſelf to the 
Practice of thoſe infamous Arts, can no more 
pon to be a good Chriſtian, than the vi- 
eſt Turk, Infidel, or Heatben. 


* 
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And 
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And obſerving ſome Irregularities of this 
Kind to prevail too much in the World, I of- 
tea reſolved, if it had pleaſed God to have 7 
ven me a ſecond Son, to have bred him a C3- 
tigen, mainly for the ſake of trying an inno- 
cent Experiment, or whether a juſt and good 
Man, who uſes no Arts of Circumvention, is 
not more likely to thrive and proſper ſuffici- 
ently in his Calling, than an artful, cunni 
and fraudulent Manager; I intended he ſhould 
uſe no Words at all, beyond Civility, to his 
Cuſtomers, and that he ſhould have written 
in Words at . and not in Cyphers, the 
loweſt, reaſonable Price, upon every thing he 
ſold, that every Man might read it, and that 
the moſt ignorant, that paid his Money, might 
fare as well as the moſt knowing and skilful. 
This was my ſettled Intention. 

But there is another thing which I mention 
with ſome Reluctance, and ſhould not touch 
upon, if it were not in hopes, that the Inad- 
vertency or Neglect might poſſibly be reme- 
died by ſome, when they conſider better the 
Conſequence of ſo unhappy an Omiſſion. And 
indeed I was very forry, exceeding ſorry to 
hear ſo ftrange and unexpected a Relation. A 
very worthy and eminent Divine aſſured me, 
that a Gentleman he knew of a very plentiful 
Fortune, brought up to Town a younger Son, 
with deſign to place him an Apprentice to 
ſome good Trade; and being able to ſpare and 
give a good Sum with him, he had plenty of 


offers 
I 
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offers to accommodate him. When he had 
liked the Perſon, Place, and Trade, he uſed 
means to enquire of a Servant in the Houſe, 
what religious Duties were obſerved among 
them, whether they uſedany 22 Prayers, 
eſpecially at Night, or alſo if a Chapter was 
read, before they were diſmiſs'd, But no, 
none of theſe Cuſtoms were ever obſerved a- 
mong them. And then the Gentleman tried 
his Fortune with another, and another, and 
another, and always made the ſame Enquiry, 
and always had & ſame negative Anſwer. 
Upon which the Gentleman, tired with his 
Purſuits, told his Son, he had bred him like a 
Chriſtian, and would have him continue ſo. 
But ſince it is as it is in the City, he ſhould 
return with him into the Country, and he 
would otherwiſe take care of him. 

A ſad and diſmal Story this, without Ag- 
gravations, or Comments! Whereas I do really 
think, that ſome Family Religion is not only a 
neceſſary Duty, and for che Neglect of which, 
Maſters and Miſtreſſes will have much to an- 
{wer, but that it is a very great Preſervative 
againſt many Misfortunes; particularly againſt 
contingent Fires, and tho* I would no ways 
derogate from other uſeful Inſurances, yet I 
take this to be the beſt Inſurance of all; it is 
alſo a like Preſeryative againſt Rogues, New- 

te- birds, and Pilferers, and is a Guard to the 
Shop, as well as to the reſt of the Houle; it 


is a great means to the having good Children, 
to 
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to their living in the Fear of God, having 


good Examples before them; and laſtly, it is 
the greateſt Preſervative Iknow againſt wicked 


Servants, who hereby have an Awe and 
Dread of you, and dare not do ſuch Injuries to 
you, as they eaſily would to debauched and 
irreligious Maſters. For who zs he that will 
harm you, i ye be Followers of that which 
is good? And this Conſideration may be of 
good Uſe to others of the Laity, and Gent le- 
men may be convinc'd, by good Experience, 
that a regular, 7emperate, and prudent Courſe 
of Life will better conduce to their Health and 
Prolongation, to the Happineſs of their Fa- 
mily, and Poſterity, and to the Preſervation 
and Encreaſe of their Eſtates, than Exceſſes 
of any kind, indiſcreet Complaiſances, late and 
hazardous Adventures, a want of Sobriety and 
Continence, or Luxury dreſſed in the French, 
Italian, or any other Foreign, or Court Mode 
whatſoever. | 

I will not omit to mention, that the City 
has had its Langham, its Craven, Cc. Men 
who thrived notoriouſly, by their Juſtice and 
Integrity, and Diligence, and by the Bleſſin 
of God, and the latter eſpecially remarkable 
for his invincible Patzence, and immoyable 
Temper to any Perturbations of Mind; that 
the Church has had its incomparable 7 z//of- 
ſon, and its judicious Hooker, ©c. eminent, 
not only for their ſuperior Wiſdom, and Can- 
dour, and Benevolence, but alſo for their 

| Preference 
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Preference of the other World before the Glit · 
terings of this; that the Law has had its ex- 
emplary Lord Chief Juſtice Hale, and its 
ſhining Lord Chancellor, well known for their 
ſiogular and impartial Juſtice, and whoſe Me 
mories will be for ever bleſſed; and laſtly, 
that Phy/ick has had its Harvy and its Ha- 
mey very lately, as well as in old Time its 
Hippocrates, and its Galen, highly celebrated, 
from Age to Age, for their Wi ſdom, their in- 
duſtrious Obſervations of Nature, and its va- 
rious Mutations, in a morbid State, and for 
their great Skill in aſſiſting Nature, oppreſſed 
or languiſhing under manifold Infirmities ; but 
eſpecially for their tranſcendent Humanity and 
Benevolence, and freedom from Covetouſneſ5, 
or any Deſire of exorbitant Gain; as might 
be ſufficiently demonſtrated. 

Let us praiſe God for the illuſtrious Ex- 
amples of zu/? and good Men, among whom- 
ſoever they are found; and let us ſay, with 
the Multitude f the Heavenly Hoſt: Glory 
be to God in the higheſt, and in Earth Peace, 
Good Will towards Men. 


Vis nunquam triſtis eſſe? ReQe vive. 
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APPENDIX. 


Of K. Paul, and of his moſt excellent 
Chapter concerning Charity. 


T. Paul, the great Apoſtle of the Gen- 

tiles, was by his kind Temper to all 
Men, both Jews and Gentzles, the beſt fit- 
ted of any Man, and moſt proper for that 
mighty Work, of converting many Nations to 
Chriſtianity. His Writings do ſhew forth the 
molt extenſive Charity, and good Will to all 
Men, of any that can be read. Tho' he knew 
that neither Circumciſion availed any thing 
towards Salvation, neither Uncircumciſion, 
but the being a new Creature, in leading a 
new and virtuous Life, yet that he mighr the 
better win over the Jews unto the Truths 
he taught, did cauſe his Son Timothy, his Son 
in the Faith to be circumci ſed. Tho! he laid 
no Streſs on the Obſervation of Days, and 
eating particular * as the Jews rigidly 
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did, yet he was the moſt cautious of giving 
Offence, even to them, in their Obſeryances; 
infomuch that he would rather eat no Fleſh, 
all his Life, than give Offence to his weak 
Brother. Tho' he was the Apoſtle of the 
Gentiles, yet his Zeal for the Good of his 
own Countrymen the Jews, among whom 
he had been bred, was ſuch, and ſo great, 
that he could have been contented to dye for 
their Converſion, and which is more to have 
been an Anathema, or excommunicated, 
even himſelf, if that could have conduced to 
convert them to Chriſtianity. And till he 
found that all his Labour was in vain, that 
he could do no good on theit obdurate Hearts, 
he turned not from them, nor forſook their 
Synagogues. At laſt he turned his Thoughts 


and Endeayours, wholly to the Gentz/es, and 


writ his firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians from 
Macedonia, about twenty four Years after our 
Saviour's Paſſion, Corinth being ſituated as it 
were in the Center of the Gentzles, between 
the Europeans and Aſiaticbs, or between the 
the Adrziatick Sea, and the Archipelago, 
that thereby his ſacred Writings might be 
the better communicated beth to Aſia and 
to all Europe. And for the ſame Reaſon he 
writ the ſame Year his Epiſtle to the Romans, 
or to the Metropolis of the Roman Empire. 
God choſe St. Paul for this great Work of 
converting the Nations, rather than 2 
that 
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that the excellent Doctrine he taught might 
not owe its Reputation to Man's Wiſdom, or 
Cunning, Greatneſs or Authority, but to its 
native Excellency and Simplicity, confirmed 
by the Co- operations of the Holy _ 
St. Paul's Preſence, or Perſon, was little, 
or mean enough,' as himſelf confeſſes, and 
his Utterance, or Speech, little inviting to 

erſuade, being imperfect, or Stammering. 

he Learned hold, that he was but Tri- 
cubitalis, or four Foot * half high, but 
he was full of Chriſtian Zeal, and and full 
of Chriſtian Goodneſs. Princes do chuſe 
for their Favourites and Ambaſſadors, ſuch 
Perſons as have an agreeable Appearance, or 
have a Dexterity in their Applications; but 
the all. ſceing God looks chiefly upon the 
Heart, and where that is upright and good, 
has little Regard to the outward Appearance. 
His Thoughts are not like our Thoughts, 
nor his Ways like our Ways. His Servant 
Moſes had an Imperfection in his Speech, 
and his Servants the Prophets were ſo far 
from the Obſequiouſneſs, good Breeding, and 
other Accompliſhments of Courtiers, that 
they were often the Deriſion and Mockery 
of the gay Men of the World, and were 
held rather for Madmen, than reverenced 
_ eſteemed as the particular Servants of 
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Who could have imagined, that Davzd, a 
Youth, ſhould come from feeding his Fa- 
ther's Sheep, and with a Sling, and a Stone 
out of the Brook, ſhould encounter and ſlay 
the great Giant Goliab? Who could think 
that Joſeph, from being fold by his Brethren 
for a Slave, ſhould come to be next unto 
Pharoah, and be made Governor of all the 
Land of Et? Who could have thought it 

ſſible, that Gideon with only three hun- 
dred Men, ſhould defeat the M:dzanztes, and 
Amalekites, and all the Children of the Eaſt, 
Who were gathered together againſi him, 
as the Sand that is by the Sea-fide for Mul. 
titude? But among all the amazing Effects 
of the great Power of God, who can think 
worthily of the infinite Condeſcenſion of the 
Son of God, the Saviour and Judge of all the 
World, in his vouchſafing and chuſing to be 
born in a Stable, rather than in a Palace, and 
ro be laid in a Manger, rather than in a Bed 
' of State. This laſt muſt demonſtrate to a 
conſidering Man the Pageantry of humane 
Greatneſs, as the other Inſtances do the o- 
ver-ruling Power of God, in the conduct of 
humane Affairs, and his different Thoughts 
from ours, in the chuſing proper Inſtru- 
ments, for the Government of Kingdoms, 
for Conqueſts, or for other Occaſions. 


St. 
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St. Paul, in his 12th Chapter of the firſt 
Epiſtle to the Corinthians, teaches us, and 
is ſenſible, that the Spirit of God diſtributes 
his Gifts as he pleaſes, to one Perſon one 
Sort; and to another Perſon another, but to 
no one many Gifts, that none may be too 
much exalted above others, and that all may 
readily own, from whom they haye received 
their ſpecial Gi, Grace, or Excellency. St. 
Paul had a noble, large Soul in a little, de- 
ſpicable Body. The Gifts of his great Soul 
were not confined to the Good of a few, to 
a City, or a Province, but were diffafed, and 
extended to all Mankind. And therefore 
whilſt he was in one Place, his Thoughts 
were extended to many others, and his 
Care was over all the Churches, that him- 
ſelf hadplanted, or ever vifited. He labour- 
ed more abundantly for all their Good, and 
therefore when abſent, writ his moſt excel- 
lent Epiſtles to far diſtant Countreys. And 
it is no wonder, that he of all mortal Men, 
by the Fervour of his Zeal, and by the ſpe- 
cial Fayour of God, ſhould be wrap? up, whe- 
ther in the Body, or out of the Body, he 
could not tell, into the third Heaven, per- 
haps paſſing ſwiftly through the ſublunary 
Heaven, and the planetary Heaven, into the 
Heaven of Heavens, where the Beatifick 
Shechinah does fill the Souls of Men and An- 
gels with ineffable Tranſports of Joy and Ad- 


miration. 
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miration. And after the Participation of ſuch 
unparallel'd Favours, it is no wonder that his 
Soul ſhould be filled with divine Love, and 
ſhould be inſpired with a Deſcription of Cha- 
rity in ſuch high Expreſſions of Love in Per- 
fection, as muſt amaze and aſtoniſh every 
Reader of it, who cannot but be ſenſible, 
how few of the Saints themſelves, beſides St. 
Paul, can ever arrive, in their Conduct, in 
this imperfect State, at that Inlargement of 
Affection, and to the full Scope of conſum- 
mate Charity, there deſcribed. I cannot 
think, that the Contentions and Animoſities, 
the Hatred and Variances, the Diviſions and 
Subdiviſions, the opinionative Explications of 
of Divine Myſteries, propoſed to our Faith, 
rather than our Underſtandings, the eager and 
prevailing Purſuit of unneceſſary Riches, 
without Meaſure, and without End, but eſpe- 
cially the horrid and unmerciful Perſecutions 
of our weak or innocent Brethren, becauſe 
they cannot have the ſame Conceptions with 
ourſelves, in Religious Matters; that theſe, 
I fay, and the like Evils, too often abound- 
ing among Chriſtians, are any good Signs of 
Mens commonly following the Rules, and 
Deſcriptions of Charity, propounded to us by 
this great Apoſtle. I ſhould rather think of that 
fad Queſtion of our Saviour, who knew the 
Hearts of Men, and who foreſaw the State and 
Dilpoſition of Mankind hereafter: ¶I hen — 
on 
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Son of Man cometh to judge the World, ſhall 
he find Faith upon the Earth? 

I am apt to think, that no one Man, be- 
ſides St. Paul, could have written that ad- 
mirable Chapter of Charity. He had an E- 
levation of Spirit, and ſuch an overflowing 
univerſal Love to others, as was hardly to 
be eyer equalled. Whether the extraordinary 
Grace and Fayour of God manifeſted to him 
in his Converſion, from a Perſecutor of je- 
ſus to be a choſen Veſſel unto him, to bear 
his Name before the Gentiles, and Kings, 
and the Children of Iſrael, had filled his 
Soul with ſuch a feryent Zeal as made him 
expreſs his Thankfulneſs in extraordinary 
Words, and Thoughts, and indefatigabie Ac- 
tions. Or whether his natural Faculties, that 
had been early improved, at the Feet of Ga- 
maliel, were aſſiſted and enlightned with the 
extraordinary Inſpirations, and Illuminations 
he had above meaſure received: Tis certain, 
that this Deſcription of Charity, and of the 
abſolute Neceſſity to a good Chriſtian to prac- 
tiſe this Virtue, above all others, doth far 
ſurmount all the Arguments, or Arts of Per- 
ſuaſion, that were ever yet uſed by Philoſo- 
phers, or Orators, or other learned and inge- 
nious Men, according to the Wiſdom of this 
World, to incite Mea to the Practice of any 
Virtue whatloeyer. . | 


I will 


— 
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I will believe that 40 Scripture is written 
2 1 „ becauſe this great Apoſtle 
lays ſo, rather than preſume to examine how 
the Divine Spirit did inſpire more ſenſibly the 
Apoſtles in their facred Writings, or how 
he does ſtill continue to inſpire many good 
Men inſenſibly, on divers Occaſions; as his 
good Providence does always influence, go- 
vern, and over- rule all humane Affairs. Nor 
will I lay any Streſs upon the Cavils of Cri- 
ticks, who lightly paſs over the Excellencies 
of Authors, but delight themſelves, and are 
diligent in finding Faults, and making Excep- 
tions. Theſe Gentlemen, tho' they dare not, 
or do not think it prudent, to _ the Au- 
thority, or the Inſpirat ion of the Holy —_— 
ture in general, yet they venture to invali- 
date its Divine Teſtimony, by magnifying 
ſome Difficulties, or _— ſome Differ- 
ences between the inſpired Writers. And 
theſe they are not bold enough to call flat 
Contradictions, but modeſtly call them little 
Incon ſiſtencies, or Miſtakes, in Matters of 
uc great Moment. In ſhort, it is certainly 
more adviſeable and prudent, and more like- 
ly to be pleaſing to Almighty God, for us, 
and for all who do — the Scrip- 
tures to be their Rule of Faith, and eſpeci · 
ally ſince no one thing that our Saviour, 
when upon Earth, either ſaid, or did, is to 


be aſſuredly known by us, but what is con- 
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tained in them; tis certainly, I ſay, more ad- 
viſeable, to hearken to, and to believe in the 
Doctrine, without any Doubt or Scruple, 
taught and delivered by plain, honeſt, good, 
and diſintereſted Men, and to be led impli- 
citely by thoſe who were the Followers of 
an infallible Guide, and whoſe Miſſion and 
Doctrine were then atteſted by divers M:ra- 
cles and Gifts of the Holy Spirit, and who 
at laſt readily ſealed the Truth of their Doc- 
trine with their own Blood; than to perplex 
our ſelves with the Cavils and Niceties, of fal- 
lible Men, ignorant like our ſelves, but puft 
up with little Acquiſitions of humane Learn- 
ing; or to trouble our Heads too much with 
the fine ſpun Cobwebs of Schoolmen, who 
undertake to explain Myſteries, which are 
never to be well underſtood by humane Skill, 
in this imperfect State, and yet are required 
to be believed by all the humble and true 
Diſciples of our Lord Jeſus 2 : Oh that 
Men would rather Praiſe the Lord for his 
Goodneſs, and declare the Wonders that he 
doth fur the Children of Men. 

Let us now conſider the Purport of this 
Divine Chapter, wherein St. Paul expreſſes, 
and deſcribes, the moſt heavenly State, and 
temper of Mind, that a good Chriſtian is cap- 
able of at preſent, in order to his partaking e- 
ternal Happineſs hereafter, 


O Ver. 1. 
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Ver. 1. Tho'I were Gifted with an Elo- 
quence, which far excelled that of Cicero 
and Demoſthenes, St. Auſtin, and St. Chry- 
ſoſtom, Dr. Tillotſon, and Dr. Barrow, or 
any of the antient or preſent Fathers of the 
Church: Nay, tho' I had the high Perfections 
of an Angel, and could preach the Goſpel like 
one, or my Face ſhined like an Angel; and 
yet were deſtitute of Brotherly Love, all 
theſe Glories would ſignify no more to m 
Salvation, than idle Baubles, or a childi 
Rattle. 

2. And tho I could pro eſp of things to 
come, and had a Comprehenſion of all the 
abſtruſe Myſteries in the Chriſtian Religion, 
and had all other Knowledge conjoined with 
the Sacred. And tho I had the ſtrongeſt 
Faith, that ever was, ſo that thereby I 
could do that which never yet was done, 
unleſs by violent Earthquakes, remove Moun- 
tains from their Place, and yer, if I Love 
not my Brother, but am a Worker of Ini. 
guity, I am nothing, of no Conſideration, 
no eſteem, in the Sight of God. 

3. And tho' I ſold all I had, 0 give or 
communicate to the Poor, as Barnabas and 
others did, in their primitive Zeal ; and tho' 
IT ſhould ſubmit »2y Body to be burned, in At- 
teſtation of the Faith, and yet were of an 
unkind, or uncharitable Temper, — - 

| theſe 
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theſe great and admirable Actions, or At- 
tainments, would Profit me at all. | 
4. Now the Charity here required, does 
make Men patient and ing ſuffering under all 
Evils and Afflictions, renders thein ind and 
benevolent to all others; this Charity never 
exvyeth the Proſperity, the Excellencies, or 
the Pre-eminencies of other Men; never 
proudly boaſts of a Man's private Advantages, 
ir not puft up with Self-conceit. 
5. Doth not behave itſelf rudely, or un- 
ſeemly, purſues not its own Intereſt with too 
much Vehemence and Solicitude ; 2s not eafe- 
2 rm to Anger, at the Indiſcretions and 
Follies,.or the little Affronts of injurious Per- 
ſons; thinketh no Evil of others raſhly, and 
meaneth none to them, but is always innocent 
and harmleſs. 
6. Rejoiceth not in any Iniquity, tho' at- 
tended with pleaſing temporal Advantages, 
but rejoiceth in the Truth of the Goſpel, and 
the Promiſes it gives of eternal Rewards, 
which fill the Souls of good Men with ſecret 
Tranſports of Joy and Pleaſure. 
7. Puts the beſt Conſtruction on every 
thing that happens; believeth all things that . 
are probable, or credible, without too much 
Nicety, and without mathematical Demonſtra- 
tion; Hhopetbh the beſt of all Things and Per- 
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the other may amend; endureth all Things 
or ſuſtaineth all Events with Chriſtian Courage 
and Tranquillity. 2 

8. Charity never faileth to make a Man 
happy, nor in its duration; but whether 
there be Propheſies, they ſhall fail, and come 
to an End; or whether there be Tongues, 
given by the Spirit, to be ſpoken or under- - 
ſtood Supernaturally, without Learning, they 
ſhall ceaſe, with the preſent Life; or whe- 
ther there be Knowledge, of any other kind, 
now had or attained, it ſhall vaniſh away, 
like Smoke, or other tranſitory Things. 

9. For here we know but in Part, the 
Knorvledge of the beſt of us, the moſt learn- 
ed, is very deficient and imperfect; and we 
propheſy in Part, foreknow but a few things, 
and thoſe of no Uſe or Conſequence in the o- 
ther Life. 

10. But when that which is perfect is 
come, when we come to perfect Happineſs in 
the next Life, then that which is in Part, 
and here ſo imperfect, ſhall be done away, 
ſhall be forgot, as things of no Moment, tho? 
here thoſe Gifts of the Spirit were of great 
and deſerved Eſteem and Admiration. 

11, As hen I was a Child, I ſpoke as a 
Chili, I underſtood as a Child, and I thought 
as a Child, but when I became a Man 1 
put away childiſh Things; even lo whilſt we 

| are 
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are 2 Earth in this low, and weak, and 
a 


mortal State, ſublime Things are hid from us, 
we have but a childiſh and contemptible Com- 
prehenſion of things that are Spiritual, in com- 

iſon with that inconceivable Enlargement 
of our Knowledge, and all the other Facul- 
ties of our Souls, when we are exalted into 
thoſe Regions of perfect Happineſs, ſuch as 
it has not entred into the Heart of Man to 
concei ve. 

12. For now, in this World, we ſee hea» 
venly Things, thro a Glaſs darkly, after a 
very obſcure manner, but then Face to 
Face, the neareſt and cleareſt way of ſee- 
ing Objects. Now TI know thoſe things in 
Part, very imperfectly; but then in the o- 
ther Life, ſhall I know thoſe things above, 
even as I am now throughly known of God 
himſelf. 

13. And now abideth, or ought to abide 
and remain in us, theſe three ſupereminent 
Chriſtian Virtues, Faith, without which no 
Man can ſee the Lord, Hope, the natural Ef- 
fect of a lively Faith, and without which there 
could be no Joy or Comfort in this wretched 
Life, and Charity, the fundamental Temper 
of a good Chriſtian, the only proper Soil for 
the Seed of the Word to grow in; theſe three 
more eminent Graces: Hut the greateſt of 
them all, the moſt pleaſing to God, and _ 

mo 
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moſt neceſſary Qualification, to fit us for Hea- 
ven, and for the Enjoyment of the Society 
of Saints and Angels, zs Charity, and the 
Love of God and our Neighbour, the Love 
of our Countrey, and of all Mankind, the 
Doing to all others, as we would they ſhould 
do unto ut. 
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